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Arabic transparency 

The great charade 


• THERE HAS been a great deal 
or discussion about the virtues of 
transparent solutions in enabling 
programs which were developed 
for the English language market 
to be used in Arable with a rea¬ 
sonable amount of functionality. 
It's time that we slopped and 
faced the fact that transparency 
hHS done nothing but stifle the de¬ 
velopment of Arabic software by 
local and international develop¬ 
ers. It Is probably the most harm¬ 
ful aspect of tiic Middle East 
computer environment today. 

The MS-DOS market place has 
been dominated by transparent 
solutions such as Nam ha, Mu- 
saacd Al-Arabi and others. There 
was a good reason why these 
products were popular and in fact 
very useful. The early days of the 
PC revolution (post 1981) saw 
thousands of English language 
products coming onto the market. 
A few or these became an inter¬ 
national standard, while the ma¬ 
jority had a relatively short life. 
The sheer size of the English and 
subsequently European language 
markets made the decision not to 
develop appli¬ 
cations for a 
complex ' lan 
guage like Ara 
bic a foregone 
conclusion. 

For this rca 
son primarily it 
was essential in the early days to 
develop a. way to be able to use 
Arabic without tho involvement 
of the original manufacturers. 
The Arabic shells which were 
created for Lhe DOS environment 
could provldb significant transpa¬ 
rency allowing the English apjpli- 
; cation-to work in Arabic wiln a 
- great deal of functionality. 

The down side was that there 
. .was Mule incentive, for major 
. software companies to pul any ef¬ 
fort into Arabic language applies^ 
lions because the Arable layer on 
DOS did a; good enough job in 
most cases. Granted, there has' 
been some limited work done by 
; companies like Ashton-Tale, but 
there was no incentive to do more 
■ than "test the walorV v 

Even Lotus had little to do, 

■ since a local company provided 
V. the expertise for the Arabization 
of 1-2-3 under NaTilhp. The result 
has been a death of international 


Today we see the use of trans¬ 
parency as being determinal to 
the market. H has limited the 
growth of true Arabic application 
development and has allowed in¬ 
ternational 

developers io n | |S5 

avoid spend- ( yv fjj pj i 

inganyxnon- . i BSaB 

cy on the j *«§§ 

Middle East, i a&W 

While the * J. '. [ " 
rest of the . * . 

world is in 
the midst of 
a' transition 

into a Graph- A f^\ f 
ical User In- ■ 
tcrfacc 

CGUI), the ■ y .'«2S 

Middle East _ 

is faced with 

a significant decision. Microsoft 
has provided a solid platform on 
which developers can build Ara¬ 
bic applications in the Windows 
environment. At the same time, 
various local developers have 
come but with Arabic transparen¬ 
cy layers for Windows, attempt¬ 
ing to prolong the agony of par- 
r- tiai solutions 
ft 1 in a market 
that has suf- 
ji fered from this 
1 for too long. 

The result 
has been ejear- 
————— ly demonstrat¬ 

ed in scmi-functional* solutions 
that operate painfully slowly and 
often with marginal results. This 
is not a reflection on the develop¬ 
ers. What they have done is inter-. 


functional solutions. 

Arabic Windows is a fully doc¬ 
umented Arabic application pro¬ 
gramming interface that allows 
the developer to complete over 
the environment, 
jv "T" 1 H Furthermore, the 
[ft . use of a native 

k Windows prod- 

L uct ensures that 

- *■' J&ii the printers 
■£\ ^ at English 

fti\ \RyjJr Windows sup- 

pons will be 
k '• available to the 

E' . Arabic user. 

•J Lastly, the fact 

' that the platform 

is provided by 
Sjj*" Microsoft,. the 

- largest manufac¬ 
turer of software 
in the world, ensures developers 
that the environment will be con¬ 
tinually enhanced and improved 
and carried forward to future 
members of the Windows family 
such as Windows for Work¬ 
groups and Windows NT. 

This is certainly no guarantee 
that local developers will be will¬ 
ing or even able to carry forward 
a transparency layer to these ever 
more sophisticated operating sys¬ 
tems. 

Offering transparency in an op¬ 
erating system for a certain lan¬ 
guage is the best way to kill that 
developing market. This is why 
Arabic Windows docs not repre¬ 
sent a transparent solution, in 
spite or the fact that mnny appli¬ 
cations work quite well iranspar- 


csling from a technical view, but .. ^dy. The only real solution to 
by perpetuating the 'Transpareh- provide great Arabic applications 
cy Myth" they are actually doing for the market is to develop the 


cy Myth they are actually doing 
a disservice to the Arabic market¬ 
place. The. lure of a transparent 
Arabic solution means that the 
mqjor manufacturers can again 
ignore the Arabic mafkot place 
arid leave it to the local semi- 


Arabic functionality into the base 
program. Transparency is a dead 
end. ■ 

Microsoft Windows User 
Middle East 


Price wars are on 


"THIS IS appalling and disguslingl" commented a friend of mine 
upon hearing of the new low-price Macintosh PowerBook series, 
having already bought a PowerBook 145 from the United States. 
"They should offer users guarantees that their machines won't be 
outdated after three months from release," he said. "Is three 
months the average life expectancy for 
a new product in today's computer in¬ 
dustry?' 1 He and others who feel the 
same have got a point. 

We've heard of fast advancements in 
technology, but surely this is ridicu¬ 
lous. Don't get me wrong, technology 
is a wonderful thing, but when consu¬ 
mers splash out their money on a prod¬ 
uct, only to find that it's been outdated 
by a much better product for a lower 
price, this could be a good reason for 
losing faith in a hardware or a software 
producer. 

Take Compaq for example, they've been going crazy since the 
beginning of this year. They released all sorts of "budget" desk¬ 
top PCs, like the Prolinea and DcskPro series and notebook com¬ 
puters like the Contura. Even IBM is getting in on the act, releas¬ 
ing its own clone, The Ambra, offering a 386PC for just under 
$1000. It looks as though American PC manufacturers have de¬ 
clared a price war against Asian manufacturers, who for many 
years have been selling PCs for 30 percent less! Now IBM, Dell, 
Compaq, Gale Way, AST and other big and dependable names 
arc releasing American PCs at Taiwanese prices. 

IBM arc letting 40,000 workers go this year. Digital Eguipmem 
Corp. are laying off 18,000 employees and vacming 165 facili¬ 
ties. It's a rough time for hardware producers and these confused 
pricing policies can only reflect a panic to survive. In other 
words, what we are seeing today is a ''deconstruction of the com¬ 
puter industry", as Business Week magazine described it recently. 

PC users have become accustomed to die idea that every 
couple of years they would have lb use higher machines, since 
processor power is expected to double and prices arc expected to 
go down. Besides, most PCs offer expansibility to their users. 
Some users out dicre have owned die same machines for around 
six years, adding whut's necessary every now and then. 

These arc the harsh realities of today's international computer 
industry. Getting back to die home user, we should ask the fol¬ 
lowing question: "Is it safe anymore to buy u computer?" 

There is a positive side to all this. Lower prices mean keeping 
die cash in die pockets of us buyers, doesn't it? According to a fi¬ 
nancial study, 49 percent worth of the old prices is slaying in cus¬ 
tomers' pockets. Now that should mean having more money to 
spend on other computer goods. I suppose it's just the problem of 
a user losing faith in a brand name ns a result of feeling "be¬ 
trayed". Just like 10,000 Commodore Amiga 500+ owners felt nf- 
tcr buying dieir machines for £399 and hearing that u new and 
more advanced machine, the Amiga 600, lmd just been released 
for £299. 

To many home users, all this talk of the economics and busi¬ 
ness side of the computer industry has seemed tm important for 
many years, but today It seems that you had better know the ups 
and downs of companies — and the industry as a whole — in or¬ 
der to make a wise investment 1ft the right machine for you. How¬ 
ever, there is still no need to panicl it’s still safe to say that a 3Q 
to 33 MHz, 386sx PC with good expansive abilities is a safe 
choice for at least another couple of years, because these ma¬ 
chines are getting cheaper while at the same time becoming the 
industry standard, which is actually a rather rare situation. So 
there is a ray of hope to be found for tho time being. Thank Hcov- 
ens for that! ■ 


LinoType-Hell seminar and exhibition day 


IDEAL SYSTEMS CO. has offi¬ 
cially'; acquired the agency for 
LinoType-Hell products .in Jor- 
•dan. The benefits to be gained 
from LinoType-Hell products in 
the publishing sector and the 
. many ways in which Apple Mac¬ 
intosh hnd LinoType-Hell prod- 




market place receiving scant at¬ 
tention, from., major developers 
world-wide. 


the subject of a one-day activity 
at the!Amman Marriott Hotel in¬ 
cluding seminars and an exhibi¬ 
tion. 


Here is an exclusive look at the 
schedule for this eventful day, 
Saturday 5 December: 

10-1 lam: An Introduction to 
Linotype-Hell. This includes, the 
history of each company and why 
they merged. LinoType-Hell' in : 
Jordan and a fast introduction to 
LinoType-Hell including Post¬ 
script printing and the scanner. 

12pm: Photocomposition now. 
and for everybody, including its 
relation to personal computers 
;and differences between using 


> v U 7 A iVv A cm methods using photocomposi- 
•JLiULHLlUri ClCly don, including the possibilities of 

^ using postscript with scanners, 
such a method as compared to la- . Basil Tutunji, marketing and 
ser printer production. sales manager at Ideal Systems 

3pm: LinoType-Hell as an Co, commented, "LinoType- 
Ideal solution tor maeai 1 Hell's outlook for the 

tines and newspapers, m- future is consistent with 

eluding benefits of auto- N the advancements in 

madon, speed and quality personal computer tech- 

of .production and some nology, and with the de¬ 
case studies of local ex- vclopmcnt of new Ara- 

periments • J . . . jjic fonts and Arabic 

5pm i Color Separation operating systems, we 

using UnoType-Jfell in an envi- , feel that customers in Jordan will 
ronmcnl .of traditional color sep- take advantage of these quality 

aration using scanners and mod- products". ■ .. 
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An optimistic tone 
from the Governor 

Exclusive interview , page 3 
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The Communist and 
Baathistparties remain 
outside the democratic 
arena for now, while the 
Islamists get their own 
party , as do a handful of 
pro-establishment groups 


Minister Jawdat Sboul 



ourdain 
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NOW AVAILABLE 

JORDAN/PLACES & EVBNTS, the coun¬ 
try's tourism and leisure magazine is now 
available in ufl leading bookshops. 

It is a monthly, full colour publication de¬ 
signed for travellers, tourists and residents 
of Jordan. Each issue contains carefully se¬ 
lected articles on Jordan highlighting ar¬ 
chaeology, arts, culture, recreation, nature 
and travel throughout the Kingdom.' 
President/C.E.O. Ohalob Darakat 
Publisher: international Communfeations- 
Scrvlccs. 

Tcl:652735/C - Faxt652737 


Apple Printers for Sale 

* Laser Writer II NT, excellent condition 
‘Image Writer II, like new 
Call 652-380 



Newsletters, mailings, brochures, 
translations, assigns & layouts, 
'■■■■I - typesetting and research 
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An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Sboul's decision on 
parties: A set-back 
for pluralism? 

V Pluralism in Jordan took a nas¬ 
ty bump on the head this week af¬ 
ter Interior Minister Jawdat Sboul 
decided to reject registration ap¬ 
plications of the Arab Socialist 
Baath Party and the Jordanian 
Communist Party on the grounds 
that their charters contravene 
with the Constitution, the Nation¬ 
al Charter and the Parties Law. 

But on Tuesday, Mr Sboul 
gave his stamp of approval to the 
Muslim Brotherhood's Islamic 
Action Front. The recognition 
gives formal status to the Muslim 
Brothers, who since die 1950s 
have been functioning as a chari-' 
table society. The Oeneral Secre- 
. tary of the party is Dr Ishaq A1 
Farhan. The minister also legal¬ 
ized Al Musiaqbal (Future) 
whose general secretary is former 
minister Mr Sulieman Arar. At 
least seven other parties arc wait¬ 
ing for the minister's verdict. 

* Naturally, the positive response 
to the Islamists’ application in¬ 
creased the disenchantment of 
leftist activists with Mr Sboul’s 
decision to reject the applications 
of the Communist and Baathist 
parties. 

On Monday, Mr Sboul ap¬ 
proved the registration of two 
pro-establishment parties, Al 

Ahd (Pledge), under Mr Abdel 
Hadi Majaii, and the Popular Un¬ 
ion Party (PUP) under Mr Talal 
Ramahi. 

Last week the Jordan National 
Alliance Party, whose Oeneral 
Secretary is Mr Mijhim Khreisha, 
became the first political party in 
Jordan to be legalized. It too is 
considered pro-establishment. 

What kind of opposition are 
we to have in Jordan If these two 
parties arc not legalized?" asked 
one political commentator. "The 
whole purpose of the democratic 
process is to incorporate the op¬ 
position into the mainstream, 
rather than keeping them under¬ 
ground," 

Ad Dustour columnist and for-, 
.mer National Charter Committee 
niember, Mr Hamadch Faraneh, 
defended the track record of the 
Commuhisi Party and said that Its 
representatives were recruited 
into the National Chatter Com- 



Mtnlster Sboul 

mitlce and that they had recon¬ 
ciled and cooperated with com¬ 
mittee members. 

Six parties were reported to 
have called on Mr Sboul to recon¬ 
sider his decision. In a statement 
signed by the Communist, Arab 
Baath, Jordan Democratic, Pro¬ 
gressive, Democratic Popular Un¬ 
ion and Socialist Democratic par¬ 
ties, the parties said that reasons 
given for the minister’s rejection 
conflict with the democratic pro¬ 
cess and its needs." They added 
that these reasons "affect political 
stability and may weaken popular 
resolve to stand against....thc 
United States and its allies 
(whose objective is) to force their 
hegemony on the area and its peo¬ 
ple." 

Meanwhile, The Jordan Pro¬ 
gressive Party has decided to 
change its name to the Freedom 
Party, Ad Dustour reported. The 
party will apply for registration 
next week. 

The turning down of the Com- 
. munist and Baathist parties’ appli¬ 
cations were stated in two letters 
sent to the general secretaries of 
toe two parties. Citing paragraphs 
from toe Constitution, the Nation¬ 
al Charter and toe Parties Law, 
Mr Sboul's arguments included 
objections to similarities in the 
two parties’ names with counter¬ 
parts outside Jordan, to contradic¬ 
tions in the principles and objec¬ 
tives of the two parties with the 
Constitution and the National 
Charter of the Kingdom. 

In his response to Dr Yaocoub 
Zayyadin of the Communist Par- 
ly, Mr Sboul said that the party 
fundamentals of Marxism and sci¬ 
entific socialism contradict with 


the second article of the Constitu¬ 
tion which states that Islam is the 
stale religion. 

Mr Sboul contrasted between 
Jordan’s social, economic and po¬ 
litical realities, as stated in the 
Constitution and the National 
Charter, and the aims, objectives 
and philosophy of the Commu¬ 
nist Party. 

In his letter to the General Sec¬ 
retary of the Arab Socialist Baath 
Party, Mr Ahmad Nijdawi, Min¬ 
ister Sboul made similar contrasts 
and concluded that the aims, 
functions and charter of the party 
violate the conditions stated in 
the Parties law and contradict ar¬ 
ticles in the Constitution. 

Mr Sboul’s decision drew criti¬ 
cism even from fellow minister 
Ibrahim Izzidin, who told the Jor¬ 
dan Times that the decision was 
taken by the Interior Ministry and 
not the cabinet, and that the par¬ 
ties that were denied registration 
were "part and parcel of the dem¬ 
ocratic system and I don’t believe 
these violate the stipulations of 
toe Constitution." Mr Izzidin’s 
criticisms created an uproar in¬ 
side the cabinet, sources told The 
Star. 

Mr Sboul defended his deci¬ 
sions and said that he was within 
his rights in denying the two par¬ 
ties legal status. He said his deci¬ 
sion was based on legal grounds. 

Naturally, DrZayaddin and Mr 
Nijdawi rejected the ministry’s 
decision and accused Mr Sboul 
or lightening the grip on plural¬ 
ism and freedom of opinion." Mr 
Zayyadin said the decision docs 
not conform with calls to make 
Jordan an example of democratic 
life. The Communist Party is ex¬ 
pected to appeal the decision. 

Mr Nijdawi announced that his 
party will appeal at tile Higher 
Court of Justice and said that toe 
court had ruled in 1954 that the 
party’s charter did not violate, the 
Constitution. Both parties have 
30 days to appeal. * 

Islamists condemn 
US operation in 
Somalia 

■ Muslim Brothers deputies con¬ 
demned what they described as 
toe American onslaught to con¬ 
trol the Horn of Africa" in refer¬ 
ence to the UN sponsored opera- 
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tion to intervene in Somalia to 
ensure delivery of food to the fa¬ 
mine-stricken population. In a 
statement issued by the bloc early 
this week, the deputies called on 
the Ununa to solve the problems 
of Arab Somalia and feed its fa¬ 
mished people. The siaiem&m 
called on the Umma to resist "this 
colonial invasion and to reject die 
use of the UN or its transforma¬ 
tion into an American corpora¬ 
tion." The deputies also called on 
Somali factions to stand united 
before this American invasion. 

Arabs under poverty 
line in Israel 

■ The Israeli Central Statistics 
Department and the National In¬ 
surance Corporation in Israel 
have revealed that over 30 per¬ 
cent of Israeli Arabs live below 
the line of poverty, Al Quds 
newspaper reported. The paper 
said that 562,000 Arabs of an es¬ 
timated 792,000 live in poor con¬ 
ditions. The paper quoted Kncs- 
sources as saying that of the 
50,000 civil servants in Israel, 
only 1500 are Arabs. Il added 
that unemployment among Israeli 
Arabs was rampant and tout most 
Arabs suffer from direrimiunli on 
when seeking jobs in Israel. 

Another study revealed torn the 
average binh rate among Israeli 
Jews has dropped to its lowest 
level since 1948. The average 
number of babies for each Jewish 
woman is 2.6 percent while it is 

4.7 percent for Muslim women. 
Jews make up 81.9 percent of Is¬ 
rael s 5 million population. Mus¬ 
lims make up 13.9, Christians 2.5 
and Druzc 1.7 percent. 

Without Russian Jews, toe per¬ 
centage of Jews in Israel would 

.u V ^ el ! ed off at 80 percent. In 
toe 1960s it was 88.9 percent, but 
dropped to 85.4 percent in the 
1970s and took another dip to 

83.7 m the 1980s. If Israel had 
annexed the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, where 1.7 million Palestini¬ 
ans live, then Jews would make 

up only 60 percent of toe popula- 

Demographic studies conclude 
. that, at current birth rates, Israeli 
Arabs will make Up 50 percent of 
toe populauon of Israel i n 25 
years. 

Arab population 
meeting to be held 

■n April 

J* ' • . ' ' ■ ' - • 

■ The Arab Population Confor- 
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Conference on Population and 
Development to be held in Cairo 
from next September, toe forth¬ 
coming Arab Population Confer¬ 
ence will review, examine and an¬ 
alyze key population-related 
issues in toe Arab countries. It 
will, evaluate the implementation 
of population-related policies in 
those countries. 

Il will also prepare a set of rec¬ 
ommendations addressing key 
population related issues and poli¬ 
cies in the region. 

The Conference will examine 
changing population growth and 
structures; population policies 
and programs, population, envi¬ 
ronment and development, popu¬ 
lation distribution and internal 
migration, international migra¬ 
tion, women and development, 
and family planning, health and 
family well-being. 

Members of toe Arab League 
are expected to be represented by 
the concerned ministers accompa¬ 
nied by government officials and 
experts. All relevant organiza¬ 
tions and agencies of toe United 
Nations system and toe Arab 
League will he invited to partici¬ 
pate as observers. 

Iraqi nuclear 
engineer shot in 
Jebel Hussein 

* An Iraqi nuclear engineer was 
shot dead on Monday in Jcbcl 
Hussein by a masked man who 
managed to escape, Ad Dustour 
newspaper reported, Thirty-fivc- 
ycar-olu Muayyad Hqssan Janabi 
was walking with his wife and 
two children in toe area where 
they lived when an unidentified 
man intercepted them and shot 
Mr Janabi in toe head and then 
shot him again three times. The 
killer escaped with an accom- 

E licc, eyewitnesses told toe paper, 
w later police sources said two 
Iraqis were arrested in connection 
with the murder. 

Sharif Zaid Invited 
: to Lebanon 

■ Rime' Minister Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker has received an invi¬ 
tation from his Lebanese counter¬ 
part Mr Rafiq Hariri to visit Leba¬ 
non, The Star has learned. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Ceatral 
Bank Governor Dr Moham¬ 
mad Said Nabulsi says the CBJ 
will continue to follow policies 
aimed at strengthening mone¬ 
tary stability. He also predicts a 
GDP growth of 6 percent in 
1993. In an interview with The 
Star and sister publication Eco¬ 
nomic Perspectives, the govern¬ 
or outlined the CBJ’s policies 
for 1992 and made optimistic 
observations about economic 
and monetary prospects for the 
coming year. Following is the 
foil text of the interview. 

The Star/EP: How would you 
describe the Central Bank's 
regulatory policies during 
1992? Have they achieved their 
goals and what general policies 
would the Central Bank follow 
during 1993? 

Gov. Nabulsi: The Central 
Bank of Jordan has continued to 
undertake appropriate monetary 
measures in 1992 within the 
framework policy that was em¬ 
barked on since 1989 to restore 
and enhance monetary stability. 
Therefore, toe requirements for 
exchange rate stability as well as 
combating inflationary pressures 
have since then been the main fo¬ 
cus of monetary policy measures. 
The success achieved has exceed¬ 
ed all expectations as it was pos¬ 
sible to strengthen and unify toe 
exchange rale since February 
1990 (around 672 fils), and to re¬ 
duce the inflation rate to an esti¬ 
mated rate of 3% in 1992. 

Needless to say tool such suc¬ 
cess has contributed to toe resto¬ 
ration of confidence in the na¬ 
tional economy and is considered 
as the best support that monetary 
policy can offer to the revival of 
inveslmcnt and growth. 

In conformity with the above- 
stated objectives the CBJ has 
continued to subject credit expan¬ 
sion to an overall credit coiling as 
well as limit credit expansion to 
the public sector to ensure availa¬ 
bility of adequate credit to Ihc 
pnvatc sector. 

Moreover, the statutory reserve 
ratio has been raised by 2 per¬ 
centage points to reach 13 per¬ 
cent to commercial banks and to 
7 percent pereem for investment 
banks. The CBJ has also estab¬ 
lished a new six-month deposit 
raciliiy carrying an interest role 
of 4 percent for banks. In addi¬ 
tion, banks have been required to 
comply with two ratios, the first 
}8 a capital adequacy ratio limit- 
>ng credit to 10 limes capital and 
Serves, and the second limiting 
credit to deposit to 90 percent. 
The two main objectives of these 
measures have been to cope with 
excess liquidity of toe banking 
system and to achieve a greater de- 
of prudence and soundness 
of banks. 

As for 1993, toe course of mon¬ 
etary policy will not be altered, 
ana the strengthening of mone¬ 
tary stability will continue to be 
given first priority. This requires 
continuing to apply credit ceil- 
mgs, enhancing soundness of 
banks by all means available, and 
*®Kmg all appropriate measures in 
support of foe revival of invest¬ 
ment, exports and growth. For¬ 
mer liberalization 0 f monetary, 
policy and limiting direct inter 1 -’ 
ventioji will also be given due 
consideration.. , 

The preoccupation with mone- 


WsMilJ 


An optimistic note fivm the governor 

No threat to the exchange 
rate stability, Nabulsi says 

rd and the related r»- r~---- 


cased and the related fa¬ 
cility broadened in scope. 

Another concern for 
monetary policy has been 
toe easing of monetary 
constraints as much as cir¬ 
cumstances permit. Mon¬ 
ey changers have recently 
been licensed to operate. 
Moreover, foreign ex¬ 
change control were re¬ 
cently subjected to certain 
modifications. The CBJ 
increased toe ceiling of 
foreign currency pay¬ 
ments in invisible expen¬ 
ditures to reach an equiva¬ 
lent amount of JD 20,000 
compared with JD 10,000 
in 1991. 

Q:The Central Bank's 
efforts to restructure 
the banking sector have .. 
yielded positive results ™ 
sq far. What are the Acco 
main features of the 
Central Bank's plan to restruc¬ 
ture this sector? 



Dr Nabulsi: Banks will be ttffecied by the Basle 
Accord 
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A: A sound banking system is 
indispensable to a healthy econo¬ 
my in view of the need for effi¬ 
cient intermediation between sav¬ 
ers and investors. The banking 
system has been traditionally a 
leading sector in the Jordanian 
economy. However, the negative 
change in the economic environ¬ 
ment during toe 1980s brought to 
surface central weaknesses which 
were made worse in some cases 
by deviating from prudent bonk- 
ingpracticcs. 

Therefore, the CBJ has found it 
necessary to initiate a comprehen¬ 
sive reorganization and rehabilita¬ 
tion of the banking system. The 
efforts undertaken since 1989 
have been twofold. On one hand, 
banks with severe problems have 
been dealt with individually by 
liquidation, merger, or reorgani¬ 
zation. On the other hand, meas¬ 
ures to promote soundness and 
prudence in the entire banking 
system have been adopted. These 
measures have paid particular at¬ 
tention to capitalization and pro¬ 
visioning as well as to reinforcing 
bank supervision. 

Q: The Jordanian economy is 
registering positive growth 
rates for 1992, What are your 
expectations for the Jordanian 
economy in 1993, including 
GNP, GDP and inflation rate? 

A; The Gulf crisis brought 
about a great deal of pessimism 
with regard to its potential nega¬ 
tive consequences to the Jordani¬ 
an economy at a time (when the 
economy was) undergoing strenu¬ 
ous adjustment efforts. The initial 
impact of toe crisis has in fact 
been substantial and the same 
could be said of some of its long 
lime ramifications.' Nonetheless, 
we know by now that' toe eco¬ 
nomic setback did not last long, 
and ecqnomic upturn was 
achieved much sooner than was 
expected. The Jordanian economy 
proved Once again that il is ade- 


conducivc atmosphere to the revi¬ 
val of economic activity. Second, 
toe repatriation of the returnees 
savings provided a stimulus to 
consumer demand and to the con¬ 
struction sector which ultimately 
spread to other sectors. 

As a result, GDP growth at 
constant prices in 1992 is esti¬ 


mated at more than 1 1 
per cent which has 
been supported by a 
rise in investment to 
GDP ratio to 24.4 per¬ 
cent. Nonetheless, 
monetary policy main¬ 
tained the downward 
pressure on inflation 
which is estimated to 
fail to 3 percent in 

1992 in terms of toe 
GDP deflator. 

The outlook for 1992 
is favorable but that 
docs not warrant com¬ 
placency by economic 
policy makers. The ec¬ 
onomic recovery still 
needs to be nurtured 
and adjustment effons 
must still be continued. 
Sustainability of ade- 
e Ha*h> 9 mtc danced growth 
is toe challenge for 

1993 and beyond. At 
any rate, initial esti¬ 
mates project real GDP growth at 
6 percent in 1993. which if 
achieved will contribute to higher 
standards of living by 2.5 per¬ 
cent. 

The pressure emanating from 
higher aggregate demand is, how¬ 
ever, expected to raise inflation, 
measured by the GDP deflator, to 
4.5 percent. 


THE STAR 3 


Q: How far have your negoti¬ 
ates with the IMF and the 
London Club reached? Is Jor¬ 
dan on course where the eco¬ 
nomic adjustment plan is con¬ 
cerned? Will Jordan race any 
difficulties on the short term 
with regard to foreign currency 
reserves? If not, when will Jor¬ 
dan face difficulties on long 
term and, henceforth, start re¬ 
negotiating our foreign debts 
again ? 

A: Jordan resorted to pro¬ 
grammed adjustment in 1989 in 
cooperation with toe IMF and the 
IBRD. Two programs have since 
been adopted, toe first covered 
toe period 1989-1994 and wat 
successfully implemented until 
the eruption of the Gulf crisis. 
The second, covered toe period 
(1992-1998) and its implementa¬ 
tion has so for been on track. 
These programs are designed to 
restore and sustain economic 
growth in a non inflationary envi¬ 
ronment, generate employment 
and achieve budgetary and bal¬ 
ance of payments viability. 

The pursuit of programmed ad¬ 
justment by Jordan has achieved 
notable success. Corrective policy 
measures undertaken proved to be 
adequate for the achievement of 
programmed targets, and objec¬ 
tives. In fact, in some instances 
Jordan exceeded the targets and 
projected improvements in eco¬ 
nomic indicators. Such success 
has contributed substantially to 
toe restoration of economic and 
financial stability on both the do¬ 
mestic and external fronts of the 

Continued on next page 


J from continuing to treat fa- 
EJ 1 ■ j ! P noril y sectors. Credit 
extended by specialized credit, in- 
Siituuphs hag remained subject to 
^ihterest rato Ceillpg of 10 tier 
dfgpuos tbe; decision taken 
fa© tjic interest rate 
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vitality and flexibility needed to 
cope With external shocks. 

Two factors at least can b§ 
credited with mqjor contributions 
to the economic recovery in 1992. 
First, toe implementation of toe 
economic adjustment program 
corrected the course of economic 
policy, and .crested a.much mqre 
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Jordanian economy. This, in turn, 
provided for an economic envi¬ 
ronment conducive to the revival 
of non inflationary economic 
growth on a sustainable basis. 
The adoption of program adjust¬ 
ment has also helped Jordan in 
mobilizing international support, 
including external debt relief on 
favorable terms. 

The national economy's external 
' balance is continuously strength¬ 
ening and there is no foreseeable 
threat to the exchange rate stabili¬ 
ty or to foreign exchange re¬ 
serves, which have risen to the 
comfortable level or JD 627.2 
million at the end of September 
1992 compared with JD 76 mil¬ 
lion at the end 1988. 

As far as external debt relief is 
concerned, Jordan has been able 
to conclude two rescheduling 
agreements with the Paris Club. 
The latest one was signed on 28 
February 1992, which enabled 
Jordan to reschedule debt service 
falling due during 1992 and the 
first six months of 1993 amount¬ 
ing to $790 million. The resched¬ 
uling agreement grants Jordan ten 
years grace period and ten more 
years to repay the rescheduled 
amounts. 

Moreover, Jordah is negotiat¬ 
ing with the London Club to re¬ 
schedule on the terms of the Brady 
Plan $1.2 billion of commercial 
debt. Other significant efforts 
have been made to reduce Jor¬ 
dan's external debt burden utiliz¬ 


ing various available options. 

As a result of these continuing 
efforts the debt burden is becom¬ 
ing more and more manageable. 
This and the growing debt servic¬ 
ing capacity of the economy 
should relieve all fears concern¬ 
ing the resurfacing of external 
debt difficulties. 

Q: How will the Basle Accord 
affect Jordanian banks; will 
they have to abide by it? 

A : The objective of the Basle 
Accord is to strengthen the 
soundness of banks and prudent 
banking practices within Basle 
committee member countries. 
Therefore, the Basle Accord will 
affect directly Jordanian banks 
operating in the EC countries, 
while of course banks operating 
in Jordan are governed by the 
CBJ regulations. 

The Basle Accord seeks to es¬ 
tablish a common definition for 
capital, assign weights to differ¬ 
ent types or assets based in their 
degree of risk, and set a minimum 
capital adequacy ratio of 8 per¬ 
cent to weighted risk assets to be 
achieved by end 1992. These 
standards constitute a good exam¬ 
ple to follow and the CBJ has in 
fact been moving in such a direction. 

However, there is one main 
negative impact of the Basle Ac¬ 
cord which is expected to affect 
Jordanian banks, particularly 
those operating in the EC coun¬ 


tries. This impact related to con¬ 
sidering lending by banks to non- 
OECD countries risky, which 
will make lending to non-OECD 
countries rather costly and un¬ 
profitable to banks. The only ex¬ 
ception outside the OECD coun¬ 
tries was made only in relation to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Q: Does the CBJ have specif¬ 
ic requirements for applicants 
wanting to issue credit cards? 
Do you currently have applica¬ 
tions requesting to issue credit 
cards? Will you give any more 
licenses for the issuance of 
credit cards? 

A: The CBJ has recently ap¬ 
proved for a number of banks to 
issue credit cards, provided that 
they meet certain conditions and 
requirements. These require¬ 
ments include, among other 
things, the bank's compliance 
with the rules and regulations 
specified by the CBJ foreign con¬ 
trol law, the credit worthiness of 
credit card holders, and the finan¬ 
cial position of the bank. This 
comes with the monetary poli¬ 
cy objectives of continuing to 
ease the foreign currency ex¬ 
change regulations. 

Jordanian bank arc entitled to 
obtain a license for issuing credit 
cards as long as they meet certain 
conditions that ought to be satis¬ 
fied prior to issuing credit cards. 
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Italy and Jordan 
join forces for 
development 


By Pain Dougherty 
Special to The Star 
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THE FRUITS of a 
successful coopera¬ 
tion project between 
Italy and Jordan will 
go on display at the 
Philadelphia Hotel on 
Saturday 12 Decem¬ 
ber when the Salt 
Handicraft Training 
Center opens its 
weaving and ceramics 
exhibition. 

The exhibits are 
from the pilot unit for 
ceramics and weaving 
which gives graduates 
of the center the 
chance to develop 
their professional 
skills in both produc¬ 
tion and marketing. 

The Salt center is a joint project between the Queen Noor Founda¬ 
tion, the Salt Development Corporation and the Italian Technical 
Cooperation Company (Colccno). Its aim is to train young Jordanians 
in skills which arc traditional in Jordan but which can benefit from the 
experusc and modem developments in handicraft production from Ital¬ 
ian experts. Weaving, ceramics and silk screen printing were the 
founding skills at the center. 

Anyone familiar with the modem Italian combination of a thriving 
tourist industry and a richly varied, and commercially successful hand¬ 
icraft tradition can understand why Italians arc the ideal partners Tor 
such a venture. 

The project was originally intended to run for three years, was ex¬ 
tended for a further year, and plans for an expansion of the existing 
weaving and ceramics sections into new crafts such as glass and jewel¬ 
ry making are now under discussion. 

All those involved with the school consider it to be a remarkable suc¬ 
cess story. The students at Salt have delighted their teachers with their 
enthusiasm and their artistic skills as they follow the center's three year 
training course. Just as importantly, the first gruduates, who finished 
their courses in 1991, arc now all working. 

Some have jobs in private sector ceramics factories, some arc self- 
employed, others are teaching handicrafts, four have moved on as 

pro ^ cct ' newly established Ma- 

Staff at the school have developed Uiclr own textbooks for the pro¬ 
gram, anu Colecno is so happy with the project it has produced a 28- 
mmute video, which highlights aspects of Jordan's development find of 
the Salt School in particular. 

Cotccno is also the Italian partner in a new program with the Amman 
University College for Applied Engineering, for which the Italian gov¬ 
ernment is providing funding of around 52 million. 

Ine University offers courses in applied engineering in six depart¬ 
ments electrical, chemical, mechanical, civil, scientific and cultural, 
plus a training center. Students have a choice of two-venr diploma or 
four-year bachelors courses. 

The Italian contribution covers equipment supply, technical assis- 
lan , ce , lToni haiian experts, training in Italy for Jordanian instructors 
and the production of leaching materials to strengthen the quality of 
courses ottered for electrical engineering students. The university is 
contributing mainly staff and logistical support. 

S ,fe °f ^ which is due to run from 1991 to 1994, 
live new fully equipped laboratories will be developed, covering elcc- 
Lncal measurements, electrical machines, generation control, an auto- 
mauons system laboratory and an advanced computer laboratory. 

in another part of Amman a third Italian contribution to Jordan's de¬ 
velopment is underway at the Jordanian Italian Institute of Archaeolog¬ 
ical sciences. 

# 5 e k 08 now started a highly specialized course in architec- 

1 ",Programmetry, remote sensing, computerized registration and 
management of cultural resources, and the history of ancient architec- 

TWwJiJ? de f' T gn ^ d for stafr at lhe Department of Antiquities and the 
University of Jordan Faculty of Archaeology, and is part of the overall 
iranan government-supported Restoration of Monuments Project 

ct > r8e is being taught by a number of Italian specialists, all of 
[hem professors or lecturers at the Universities of Torino or Padova, 

■ihJSu ■9 ,or ff' Gu!,ini of Torino, one of Italy's leading.*: 
cmjeoiogjsts who has worked regularly in the Middle. East for over 30 

^ koroed by Jordanian archaeologists during the course 
- r r 5 y ? y P r * clical cpmriboLion to the protection and pres¬ 
ervation of Jordans, archaeological heritage, beginning but certainly 
not ending with Jerash.B . ... . 
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Palestinian health initiatives: 

Local autonomy, 
regional cooperation 
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By Kate Daniels 
Star Staff Writer 

AS PALESTINIANS wail for the 
ultimate fruit of peace, an inde¬ 
pendent Palestinian state coming 
out of a possible peace agreement 
between the Arabs and Israel, a 
proposal has been forwarded coll¬ 
ing for independently-run, Pales¬ 
tinian health services in the Arab 
Occupied Territories and regional 
health coordination. 

The proposed program. New 
Initiatives in Health: Planning for 
Transition and Promotion of Re¬ 
gional Cooperation 1 , was submit¬ 
ted to the World Health Organi¬ 
zation in September by The 
Institute for Social and Economic 
Policy in the Middle East and the 
University of Harvard Institute 
for International Development 
(HD). 

While addressing urgent health 
problems faced in the Occupied 
Territories, participants to the 
proposal insist that there is "both 
the need and the occasion" to 
plan the transfer of authority and 
responsibility for health services, 
while at llic same lime promoting 
new opportunities for broad re¬ 
gional cooperation in health. 

The proposal to undertake this 
work is the culmination of a pro¬ 
cess begun more than a year ago 
• at Harvard University. The IID 
describes its function in the pro¬ 
gram as "an external and neutral 
source of momentum and techni¬ 
cal collaboration", aiming to con¬ 
vene the participants, provide the 
technical collaborators and serve 
as a conduit for the provision of 
financial resources. 

The project has brought togeth¬ 
er health professionals, health 
planners and health economists 
from the West Bank and Gaza, 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt. Leading 
Palestinian and Israeli individuals 
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Palestinian and Israeli individuals 1110 HCH and *e oUlcr regional 
include Dr Anis A1 Qaq of Jem- participants to the program, it is 
saiem's Health Services Council, hoped that a National Health Plan 
Dr Farouk Abdul Rahim of A1 will be implemented for the Oc- 


The program aims at giving Palestinians a say in the running 
of their own health centers 

donors from the private and pub- - 

lie sectors and assure overall sus- ———— 

tainabiiily and quality of health f-r 

services and medical care. | 

Should the program be implc- X 

mcnlcd, added activities for the 
HCH will be to upgrade existing 
health facilities and management, 

by drawing on regional and inter- q nr\nt pc 

national expertise and by liaising oflVe i\j /0 Oil l 

with the three existing providers 

of health services in the West DlJJS SUlTimGr 3J 

Bank and Gaza: The public and u/inter k \r ncinr 

private sectors and UNRWA. WUILCI Uy UMI1£ 

Through coordination between Qlllarino - ckppN 


Economy Briefs 


Soft Loan 

• Jordan has rescheduled its £10.5 million soft loan with the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom. The now arrangement will allow Jordan to resume 
debt service on 31 December 2003 in 20 installments. The agree¬ 
ment was signed last week by Finance Minister Mr Basil Jardaneh 
and the UK ambassador to Jordan Mr Patrick Eyers. 

VAT 

• The Finance Ministry has made it clear that the new Value Add¬ 
ed Tax (VAT) will not result in increasing current taxes. VAT will 
only incorporate existing regulations into a common law, a minis¬ 
try source noted. The new VAT amendment submitted to Parlia¬ 
ment is expected to be voted in soon. 

FTZ Zarqa 

• The fourth phase of development in Zarqa Free Trade Zone 
(FTZ) has been awarded to a local contractor. The contract agree¬ 
ment s provisions are to lay down modern amenities and an Infra¬ 
structure in a 350 dunum lot in Zarqa. Completion of the FTZ 
project is expected at the end of 1993. 

Survey 

• A recent field_survey by Hilmi A1 Asmer depicting readership 
patterns of English and Arabic publications In Amman, suggests 
Interesting findings about reading habits in the metropolis. Survey 
results found society/film/T V and women's publications to be high¬ 
est on the demand curve, while political, religious, and cultural 
publications were, respectively, relegated to lower ranks by nation¬ 
al preference. Mr Taysccr Jum'a, an executive at the Jordanian 
Distribution Agency, noted that Jordanians are an active, discern¬ 
ing and intelligent readers — a fact corroborated by the 525 titles 
currently circulating on Jordan's market. Popular magazines with 
a wide audience, Mr Jum'a said, are expatriate Arabic publica¬ 
tions with a journalistic tradition. Such magazines he added, have 
a loyal following. 

Duty income 

• Income generated from duty imposed on imports is expected to 
pass the JD-400-miltion mark fori992, twice the projected income 
for this sector in the national budget for 1992. Income for the first 
11 months of this year was registered at JD 389.4 million, while 
last year's was JD 204 million for the same period. 


True Saving! 


fdakassed Hospital, Dr Dan Mi- 
chaeli and Dr Itamar Shalit of the 
Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Cen- 
! c t ^ igroup of senior specialists 
~* cn from each location has 
been selected to function as a 
steering Committee. 

Initiatives for the proposed pro¬ 
gram will require financial sup¬ 
port for a three-year period, total¬ 
ing $2 million. Participants 


cupicd Territories. This plan will 
incorporate a health data system, 
while setting the priorities for 
public health and health care ac¬ 
tivities and offering a Health Fi¬ 
nance Planning Model for the 
World Bank. The final plan is for 
a feasibility study for a Palestini¬ 
an medical school. 

The proposed program gives 
particular prominence to the im- 



m 8 $2 million. Participants particular prominence to the 1 m- 

intend that by the end of the three portance of regional cooperation 

E ars, the program will have ef- m such issues, as well as outlin- 

Xed a smooth transition in the mg the benefits to be gained. Its 


jransfertal of' authority over 
health services in the West Bank 
complemented by all 
h^sary institutional and hu- 


Phrtidpams also hope to make 
Progress in institutionalizing re- 

Bimral health cooperation., 

Tha. program plans to move 
, m a sequence consistent 
with the peace process, and to 
oeal with the most immediate and 
w§ent of health issues. A starting 
Point will be assisting the institu- 
h(?dal development of the newly- 
ff^ished Higher Council for- 
which was estab-. 
*“hpd in order to become the cen-. 
TO. body for health in the West 
Panx slid Gaza. • t _ .*• 

aims to.pliin'hdaith.. 
Programs,: establish an iriforrria- - 
.-•wjV. system, chabnql. public re- 
; aqd international assis-. 
rfW-.gw.ffe'cooperation between 


advocates argue that regional 
cooperation and coordination can 
help to control infectious diseas¬ 
es through vaccination programs, 


Valley polio outbreak, as well as 
tackling other regional issues 
such as environmental pollution, 
the establishment of regional 
Emergency arid disaster services, 
blood and organ banks, research 
and education;' 

■ ; From this point on, the pro¬ 
posed program pledges to seek 
ways of institutionalizing region¬ 
al cooperation so that iL can con¬ 
tinue and build as time goes by. 
Its ultimate goal is thei establish¬ 
ment Of g private! Middle East 
Center for Health Policy, having 
bn international board of direc¬ 
tors, a regional executive commit- ■. 
tee:aqd a Mating! leadership, to , 
be : based ih i major Middle East-, 
ern cUy. ® : 


Save 70% off utility 
bills summer and 
winter by using in¬ 
sulating sheets made 
of polystyrene 

Low cost, easy to 
use, guarantees a 
comfortable envi¬ 
ronment throughout the year, sound and heat proof as 
a construction material 

Reduce loads on bases and beams and save between 
18 to 30 per cent off construction costs by using ribs 
made of polystyrene 
One rib weighs no more than 200. gm 

We offer 

■ Tropigation trays ■ Produce boxes ■ Juice 
'containers ■ Containers ■ Quick meal trays ; 

■ Polystyrene granules > . 

Produced by Mohammad Asaad Industrial Corp. 

Professional Uniori Bldg. ■ 

Opp: Ministry of Trade and! Industry, Sixth Roor 
■ Tel: 678111/679111 Amman POB 925866 
Telex 24024 Fax 677771 
' Fadtpry/Central-Ghor, Karam$h Tel: 05/577067 






















































Pioneers in Jordanian industry 

Special advertising survey 


Jama Plastic Co. 

A local company with its eyes 

on the world 


JUMA PLASTIC Co. was estab¬ 
lished in 1979 as a limited share¬ 
holding company, owned by 
three major shareholders with a 
starting capital of JD 120,000. 
However, Mr Mohammad Mah¬ 
moud Juma decided to turn 
the company into a private corpo¬ 
ration owned by himself, which 
he did in 1982. 

By injecting an additional JD 
80,000 into the corporation, Mr 
Juma was able to maximize his 
factory’s production level. 

It now specializes in the pro¬ 
duction of plastic bags with print¬ 
ed logos, as used by depart¬ 
ment stores, restaurants, hotels, 
as well as other outlets. 

Fiiture expansion includes 
plans to introduce Blow Molding 
Equipment to make various con¬ 
tainers for shampoos, toothpastes 
and others. 

The company produces almost 
400 tons of plastic materials an¬ 
nually, all of which is consumed 
by the local market. 

A stepping stone towards ex¬ 
ports was achieved in the past 
few months, when Romania be- 


MW 




Mr KhalU Juma 

came tho company's foreign cus¬ 
tomer. 

Mr Khalil Juma, the general 
manager of the company hopes to 
penetrate other markets by bank¬ 
ing on his expertise. Slowly but 
surely, he says, the. 
company's position on quality 
and price has proved to be a sell¬ 
ing point abroad. 

Low and high density materials 
are both Imported from Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia respectively. Mr 


Khalil notcil that since the price 
of the granules needed for manu¬ 
facturing are the same interna¬ 
tionally, he personally prefers to 
buy the materials from Arab ex¬ 
porters. 

Mr Khalil says that Jordan had 
a major transitional shift, after 
the devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar in 1988. This change pro¬ 
vided better incentives for local 
industries to thrive and to com¬ 
pete against imported products. 

But he adds that he was disap¬ 
pointed by the limited available 
facilities and the rigid official re¬ 
strictions which hinder enthusias¬ 
tic investors. He says there 
should be more incentives and 
motivations from the government 
to encourage investments. 

Finally, he appeals to all Jorda¬ 
nians to change their perceptions 
of Jordanian made products, 
which have improved in terms of 
quality. Jordanians, he adds, 
should re-evaluate the quality of 
such products to give them the 
chance to rise to international 
levels. ■ 




Polystyrene: An important 
material in industry 

MOHAMMAD 
ASA'AD Industrial 
Corporation was 
set up in December 
1982. The factory 
is situated in Cen¬ 
tral Ghor Valley, 
four kilometers 
from the town of 
A1 Karameh. 

With a starting 
capital of JD 
450,000, the facto¬ 
ry started produc¬ 
tion at a capacity 

of 15 million polystyrene containers annually using the finest nroduc. 
tion and storage machinery. ^ w 

The corporation, which has a staff of 45 employees and workers hu 
expanded its line of production to include construction, agricultural 
and industrial material in order to meet the needs of the countnA 
booming economy. * 

Since construction is considered the Kingdom's most important see- 

i v a ?pt faCt r°k geared 1,118 sector ' s needs and is now producing 
a variety of building material consisting of hollow blocks, insulation 
sheets and polystyrene granules needed for the manufacturing ofliBhi 
cemented mixtures available to engineers and contractors at all times. 

me corporation has also maintained interest in the agricultural sector 
byproducing various products needed by farmers. 

nrlw* rl C ! UdC ven tijatcd vegetable and fruit boxes, which sustain 
produce freshness, especially export oriented, and pol- 

ystyrene granules to protect soils and to disintegrate hard soils to 

IS ,h iy f ° r UlC passage ° f 0,r “d watcr 10 die plants roots. In addi¬ 
tion, the company manufactures indoor plant pots and tropigation 

. ^ n ,^ ie industrial area, the company manufactures polystyrene build- 
o . uscd ,n m aking of refrigerators, freezers, refrigerated 
tracks. po| ysiyrene is popular in industry because it is n highly effi¬ 
cient thermal insulator and can be used in packaging fragile and heat- 
sensiuve materials. Oiher uses include disposable cups, plates, trays, as 
well as the preservation of food intended for export ■ 



Mabco Furniture 


Tel. 666705 - P.O. Box 20467 
Fax 681101 Att: MABCO 
Police College Street - Amman 

Wooden Furniture 
High Quality 

Finnish and Danish 

Design and Knowhow 
All office and Home Needs 
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Danish quality, 
Jordanian made 
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MR MAHMOUD Al Khalfll decided to --— 

?®* nl to the furniture business back m 
1978. His aim was to bring to the mar- •: 1 ir 

ket the very best of Danish furniture, 
which is made from the finest oak 
wood, .- ‘IjSmPkP 

His business thrived as he imported : • 

selected pieces and in a fewmonths fine 
Danish oak wood became an accepted I 

product that met 'the taste of Jordan!- T 1 fl 

an buyers. -A ■ 

Today, his store, MABCO, attracts ~ 

S 0,na ? ^ the Kingdom because of the quality ar 
rordability of its products, 

^ 19 v 9, ^ r set U P his own factory marking a 

ESJ5 1 *' d^elopment in the local furniture-making irtdustrj 
attention to the team of Jordanian makers who wt 

pf/were umU to prod ““. the same quality and affordability 

nJijL Str0n ? relationshlp mt Mr Ai-Khalili developed wit 
tSi* narket proVed ns *W They provided MABCO’s del 

well as the accessories.: • 

wht/hli^Hi) baieyes his, factory produces quality fura 
dls Niukhed tastes of all kinds of people 

keSw'Sfk 6 *? tar 6 et in the near future in or<3 

Hyp up with the detnands of .* discerning people. ■ 
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Jordanian exporters look 
further east 


THOUGH PHOSPHATE exports 
have fallen by 33 per cent in the 
past three years, slashing Jordon 
phosphate Mines Company 
(JMPC) profits from a record JD 
109 million in 1989 to just JD 
33.1 million in 1991, the compa¬ 
ny is still the world's third biggest 
phosphate exporter. "Phosphate 
remains the oil of Jordan," says 
MrThabet Taher, JPMC's newly- 
appointed general manager. 

The boon to JPMC offered by 
Jordan's 45 per cent devaluation 
in 1989 was short-lived as the 
company's traditional eastern Eu¬ 
ropean markets collapsed. 

m the late 1980s, eastern Euro¬ 
pean countries bought more than 
30 per cent of Jordan's phosphate 
exports. But these countries' 
shortage of hard currency, com¬ 
bined with ambiguity in some of 
them over who actually owned 
previously state-run phosphate 
processing plants, cut Jordan's 
exports in 1991 to 0.58 million 
tons, from 2.3 million tons in 
1989, 

To make matters worse, this 
decline coincided with the Gulf 
crisis and the disruption caused 
by United Nmions-backcd in¬ 
spections of all vessels entering 
Jordan's only port, Aqaba. 

These factors contributed to a 
fall in the company's total phos¬ 
phate exports to 4.2 million tons 
ui 1991 from 6.4 million tons in 
1989. And this year shows little 


sign of improvement. Just 3.12 
million ions have been shipped in 
the first nine months of 1992. 

However, the downward trend 
is by no means unique to Jordan. 
The International Fertilizer In¬ 
dustry Association reports that 
world phosphate exports fell by 
29 per cent between 1989 and 
1991 and the group forecasts that 
no substantial recovery is likely 
before the end of the century. 

The JPMC's response to the 
prospect of tighter markets has 
been to shift trade towards Asia 
and develop a strategy to raise 
production of phosphate-based 
fertilizers in co-operation with its 
trading partners. 

Contracts with India, for exam¬ 
ple, have partly replaced already 
the void left by eastern Europe. 
Last year Jordan shipped 1.3 mil¬ 
lion tons of phosphate to India 
and contracts for 1.6 million tons 
have been signed for 1992 — 
making it the biggest importer of 
Jordanian phosphate. 

Towards the end of 1991, 
JPMC signed a $100 million joint 
venture with India's Southern Pet¬ 
rochemicals Corporation to pro¬ 
duce an annual 200,000 tons or 
phosphoric acid for the Indian 
market. A new processing plant, 
which will be 60 per cent owned 
by the Indian company and 40 
per cent by JPMC, will be 
opened in 1995 at Shidcya, south¬ 
ern Jordon. 


This site, the most recent of the 
JPMC's three mines, started oper¬ 
ations in 1988 and has 790 mil¬ 
lion tons of confirmed quality 
phosphate reserves — some 83 
per cent of Jordan's total known 
reserves. 

A similar deal was finalized 
earlier this year with a Mitsubi¬ 
shi-led consortium of four Japa¬ 
nese companies which will take a 
60 per cent share in a $360 mil¬ 
lion compound fertilizer plant, 
also planned to open in 1995, 
with JPMC and the Jordan-based 
Arab Potash Company (APC) 
each taking a 20 per cent share. 

Mr Taher sees the future lying 
in such joint ventures. ''Countries 
now prefer to import finished 
products rather than raw phos¬ 
phate." he says. "It is cheaper and 
less damaging to their environ¬ 
ment." 

Mr. Kaazuhiko Sakishima, gen¬ 
eral manager of the Mitsubishi 
Corporation's Amman branch and 
liaison officer between PMC 
and the Japanese consortium, 
says that the plant to be built in 
Aqaba will produce 300,000 tons 
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of fertilizer for Japan, or about 10 
per cent of its entire consump¬ 
tion. 

Both joint ventures will be built 
on ''duty-free" zones in Jordan, 
which offer investors tax exemp¬ 
tion on profits, exemption from 
duty on imported machinery and 
a holiday from income of proper¬ 
ty tax for up to 12 years. 

APC, which is Jordan's second 
biggesL exporter, has meanwhile 
emerged largely unaffected by 
the geopolitical shocks of the 
past three years and saw sales 
rise to $130 million in 1991 from 
$130 million the previous year. 

Miss Miranda Batshon, APCs 
marketing manager, says the 


company has profiled from a rise 
in demand from its Far Eastern 
markets, particularly China, 
which raised its demand 1st year 
for Jordanian potash by 47 per 
cent. 

As well as holding a 20 per 
cent share in the Jordan-Japanese 
fertilizer plant in Aqaba, APC 
has begun a two-phase plan to 
raise annual production to 2.2 
mjllion tons from the present 1.4 
million tons a year by the end of 
the century. 

Mr Taher says Jordan's phos¬ 
phates production will rise to 9.6 
million tons by 2000. ■ 

Financial Times 



Jordan Petroleum refinery 

Past achievements 
and future outlook 

JORDAN PETROLEUM Refinery Co. Lid was founded In 
1$56 and started Its commercial production tn 1960. The 
company has a monopoly agreement with the Jordanian 
government which Is valid for 50 years starting from 1957, 
According to that agreement the company is considered to 
be the sole parly for "investing in and operating oil refiner¬ 
ies and derivative industries also to market, store and dis¬ 
tribute ail kinds of refinery products." 

In order lo meet local market requirements from all 
kinds of products, the company Implemented three expan¬ 
sion projects in order to increase its capacity and to add 
more flexibility to the existing units. The size and type of 
units incorporated in each project were decfded in light of 
the market demand figures in the target year and after 
checking the feasibility of the suggested units. 

In the early 1980s the refinery received the units included 
In Its 3rd expansion project (which is the latest in the ex¬ 
pansion projects). These units increased the refinery's ca¬ 
pacity by about 150 percent and added sizable flexibility to 
the production plans due to the conversion units included 
In the project. Some of the old units were stopped due to 
the adequacy of the new units In meeting local market de¬ 
mands. 

These units are operated only for short intervals lo meet 
peak load requirements or. when the new units aje shut¬ 
down for turnarounds. It is estimated that the refinery4u 
current capacity will be capable of meeting local market fc 
..requirements until the year 2000 . ' ,. 

. Ih addition to oil refining company activities Include 
products transport and distribution to all consumers-Since 

1?77, the company has begunproducing lube-oils with th 

brand name "JOPETROL". These oils are blended in tne 
refinery with base oils and additives Imported from outside 
Jordan.,The company produces part of the local mprkei re- 


(JOPETROL ATF-II ( AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION FLUID ) 

Description 

Joptrol ATF-ll It a special superior quality product for use in mtfdem automatic transmissions, 
soma power oleerlng units,certain manual transmits Ions, and many other applications where very low' 
tampernliire performniice.Nlnlilliry in nuchnnlrn! lunds, high oxidation SlahlElty and high viscosity Index 
oils are required . 

PreptitiH 

Joptrol ATF-II has excellent corrosion and rsat preventive properties. Us excellent resistance to 
oxidation minimizes sludge formation in transmission oil pans and.oil coolersund reduces the formation 
of. varnish and gum on valves, governors, all screens and other transmission pari . Its good detergent 
dispersant properties help keep Impurities in suspon alon and prevent deposit formation 

,[ oplra! ATP-11 Is non corrosive lo steel and copper and will not cause excessive seal swell or 
Shrinkage nor II will cause excessive softening or hardening of. seals . 

The Friction modifiers encorporatod In the oil ensure a quite dud smooth shift under varying 
operating condition* . 

Joptrol ATF-II Is dyed red for ease of'detection of Leaks . 

AppBcollem 

. ‘ . : • • • i 

Joptrol ATF-II Is used for filling and topping -- up automatic Iran amissions'In a wide variety of : 
cars and light commercial vehicles, for which Dexron II type fluids are reccQiryhehded .11 can also lie 
used In transmissions for which Dexron type and ty pe A slfflx A fluids are recommended . 

. , Dus lo the differences In requirements Iri res pect to frictional properties between the fluids 
required by General Motors and Ford, Joptrol ATP-11 Is not recommended for us 4 where a Ford Type 
G fluid Is required . 

SptHfaHlons 

Joptrol ATF-ll meats, tlie requlremenes of Gen oral Motors specifications,'Dexron - II-GM0137-M, 
General Motors Dexron 8032-M, type A suffix A and DM 238.6 specifications ■ . i ' . 


Typical Physical Chnttalilics 


Properties . 


Vlscoclty at 100 * C. Cat 
Viscosity at 40 VC, cat. ■. 

Bropk field viscosity CP at ) 40* C, | 
Viscosity IndoX ., 
pour point *C . 

Colour 

Flash point *C ( Open j 
Density at IB* C Kg/L 


Typical test f%ures 
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JOPETROL LUBRICANTS. 

NATIONAL PRODUCT INTKIINATIONA'L SPECIFICATIONS r COMPBITI OKS PRICES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RERpI CO, LTD, . 

. FOR MfHtK INFORMATION LMlWMCIANtS MARKETING 1 |>’rpT. 
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Restoring life to Somalia 

THE US-led operation in Somalia, which was launched this week, de¬ 
serves worldwide backing and support in spite of what has been said 
about America's dubious objectives in the Horn of Africa. The trage- 
dy of this Arab and Muslim country has gone too far. The entire na- 
uon has been subjected to one of history's most horrific experiences 
Until this latest UN-engineered mission, the world has done too lit¬ 
tle to save Somalia's hungry citizens. Over recent months, we have si¬ 
lently and shamelessly — watched the starving millions of this ill- 
fated country succumb to their deaths. Their suffering will stain the 
annals of humanity for generations to come. 

Arabs and Muslim countries, especially the rich and affluent ones 

°u ^° r thc * dsgraceM record on the Somalian’ 
plight. Their contribution to international effort has been negligent 

and their political and economic clout has remained impotent in inter¬ 
national arenas. 

When it comes to saving famished babies and bewildered mothers 
humanitarian considerations take precedence over fanciful political’ 
pontification. Ask any Somali mother who has seen her whole family 

fpnrTfn 1 ^ 1 ^— f< T S Mety e > es ’ or 0,1 orphaned Child left to 

fend for himself in inhospitable territory. 

■ It is not too late for Arabs and Muslims to come to the aid of the un- 
fortunate Somalia. If there are doubts about America's intervention 
there, then let us jorn the Americans, under the banner of the UN and 

country^ ** ^ Can Sp0n resumc running of their own . 

Having said this, the United States cannot ignore the similarities be- 
** affbctipn'of the Somalis and the plight of Bosnians in Bos- 
ma-Hercegoyina in former Yugoslavia. There too a nation is being 
out through the abhorrent Serbian policy of eth- 
w f ld has watched idly the massacre of Muslims 

- lf v we uocfpt that the United Nation has become an extension of 
foreign policy, then we-have to work collectiVelv to limir thi« 

.tion. Bu, until w* do that, we should ^e uie of Sta 

Rd.ugly death .is more fie- ' 
in)WttdQi*af 


Investing in AIPAC 
blunders 

By Muhammad 1. Ayish cicnt exposure, AIPAC will go oui of busi- 


LAST OCTOBER, David Steiner, presi¬ 
dent of the influential American Israeli 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), decid¬ 
ed to quit his office as ■ _ 

head of the pro-Israeli 

lobby group after he A 

was secretly tape- r\ 

recorded ‘ boasting. 

about his lies with for- 

mer US Secretary of jf 

State James Baker and j 

President-elect Bill 

Clinton. Steiner told —^ 

New York businessman 
Harry Katz, who was M_ 

about to make a contri¬ 
bution to AIPAC, that m 

he was negotiating with Z| 

the Clinton campaign JL 

over possible appoint¬ 
ments, and that he had 
"cut a deal" with Mr ■ 

Baker on US aid to Is- * 

rael. (Sec The Star 19 

November). - 

Although the Steiner affair went relativ v 
ly unnoticed by news media in the United 
States and in the Arab World, the case 
seems to carry significant implications for 
the current and future status or AIPAC on 
the American scene. For one thing, this af¬ 
fair appears to present Arab countries and 
Arab American groups with ample oppor¬ 
tunities to bring more sanity and rationality 
to debates on US Middle East policies in 
America, long stifled by the aggressive ap¬ 
proaches of the group. 

Recently, the Washington Post reported 
complaints by some people about AIPAC 
having closed its ears even to Israeli mod¬ 
erates, focusing instead on cultivating key 
members of the House and Senate to en¬ 
sure the flow of aid to the Jewish state and 
the minimal acquisition of US arms by 
Arab states. Last August, former US am¬ 
bassador Andrew Killgorc called AIPAC 
a night flower" which blooms in the dark 
and dies in the sunlight,"... and with "suffi- 


Thc recent self-inflicted AIPAC blunder 
comes on the heels of a scries of fiascos 
most outstanding of which was the group's 



antagonizing of President Bush over the 
S10 billion loan guarantees for Israel. AI¬ 
PAC s arrogance has been a source of dis¬ 
comfort even to Israeli officials themselves, 
who confided time mul uguin about the lob¬ 
by group losing its sense of proportion. In¬ 
cited by AlPAC's unjustifiably excessive 
zeal over promoting Israeli interests in 
■ l srac l* Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin did not hesitate to criticize the com¬ 
mittee whose behavior, he believed, was 
harming US-lsrncli relations. 

Yet, the most provocative aspect of AI¬ 
PAC relates to its behavior in US national 
and state elections, where pro-Israeli candi¬ 
dates qualify for its financial contributions 
while those witJi even-handed approaches 
to the Middle East problem arc discredited 
through adoption of McCarthy 1st tech¬ 
niques of smearing and hiacklisting. 

Recently, seven leading US figures filed 


Continued on pnge 9 
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Sales tax , inflation and other worries 

. To the editor: 

worries 1 and sVxore^sed 5 hv n ,® in T \f Star (12 Novembcr ) revealing the 

cicty, regarding l ^mors S ra^er i hnn pre ? ,dcm of,hc Consumer Protection So- 

“ co,,cen,ei1 ' lte 

keeps demanding wage hikes larceMh^n^H^ 1100 ' Inf,all0n r J. s also caused by labor, which 

Wage^nCT^M^iTa^^Mro^mmi^^ l *y re - 1 ,? VCry we0311 do 10 restrain it. 
economic condition Sales and pxS !2 ,: . an ^ Wl not rcclify 311 “healthy or undesirable 
' certtegaof “i kSSfcSSS? ** 11131 “ 3 smalIer pCT ‘ 

dv^from^hfeh U> l c^6we. 0 TS < 3 0m * CS l 11481 ifwe ex ? rcise choice we must have altema- 
cltitenVincomrmcrS brS ress ^f a i^ f°. re Sra»ive toes is progressive taxes. As a 
• l wish to cbiioludeinv fcuer wiiiiAE.*^! a f la {S Cr percentage of that income. 

claim notto have controlled^events hi^TS^ 8 1 °{ , f’ 3171 Lincoln who once said^ I 
, . events, but confess plainly that events have controlled me, 

■. J ;-»"' “• , ' GeorgeN.Sttfg; 

! '■*"'V •’ s J. 1 ’ ; . *' .P.O.BOX?^ 

ft>■' 'V* ^Ahimsil.Joraaii. 


• i! 'A n ; Indepejidejt poUtkil* iconomicaodeultural weekly 1 
;i ■ : : Editorial ^ nterna l iona i'(Info-Media). : i 
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Sudan s Minister of Agriculture 

With the wrong policies you 

reap nothing' 


By Ben Wedcman 

IN 1991 Sudan hnd n record wheat harvest 
of 850,000 tons. This year the harvest is 
expected to top one million tons. Mean¬ 
while, Sudan's sorghum harvest now well 
exceeds local demand, and the country has 
also become self-sufficient in faba bean. 

Sudan's Minister of Agriculture and 
Livestock Professor Ahmed Ali Geneif 
spoke about this promising change of for¬ 
tunes. 

Question: Sudan is celebrating World 
Food Day. Why is this day special for Su¬ 
dan? 

Answer: The agricultural potential of 
the Sudan is recognized as a very im¬ 
mense resource. Sudan was nominated as 
one of the three countries that could solve 
the world's food problem for the future. At 
certain limes we are short of producing 
our own food. In the last three years we 
have made substantial progress as far as 
food production is concerned. 

We have obtained wheal self- 
sufficiency, and wc even have a surplus 
we can use to help solve food problems in 
the countries around us. This makes 
World Food Day a special occasion for the 
Sudan, because it marks the realization of 
confidence in our resources and in our 
ability to exploit these resources for the 
benem of the people of Sudan as well as 
humanity at large, and actually gives us 
tiie hope that wc can play a major role in 
food production and in solving the food 
problems of the world. 

Q: In February 1992 the Sudanese 
government introduced n wide range of 
market reforms as part of its Three 
Yenr Salvation Program. How does this 
program affect agriculture? 

A: Definitely agriculture has benefited 
from the change front a controlled to a 
market economy. Bccnusc it increased the 
prices of agricultural products, it has pro¬ 
moted marketing and opened the door for 
the export of agricultural products. It has 
removed many of the constraints stem¬ 
ming from intervention in the economy. 

This is reflected in the horizontal and 
vertical expansion of agricultural produc¬ 
tion, Now we are adopting our policies so 
we can sustain our agricultural production 
and development. 



THE STAR 9 


Investing in 
AIPAC 
blunders 

Continued from page 8 

a lawsuit against the Federal Elections 
Commission (FEC) for failing to fully in¬ 
vestigate and penalize AIPAC for viola¬ 
tion of the 1971 Federal Election Cam¬ 
paigns Act. The plaintiffs stated in their 
lawsuit that AIPAC should be registered 
as a Political Action Committee (PAQ 
and all pro-Israeli PACs (which told over 
100 all over the United Slates) should be 
treated as a single PAC with total cam¬ 
paign contributions to a given candidate 
limited to $100,000 per election cycle — 
as opposed to the $250,000 given to a sin¬ 
gle candidate in the past; 

AIPACs crisis has been brought about 
mainly by changing world and Middle 
East environments, which have left the 
group so outmoded and outdistanced in 
thinking even by the Israelis themselves. 
Extremist and obstinate since its founda¬ 
tion in 1954 


Sudan: Now self-sufficient 

Q: Many people have said that the 
reason for the good harvests of the past 
two years has been favorable weather. 
What happens if the weather is not 
good? 

A: Weather is p very important factor in 
agricultural production. It is true that, for¬ 
tunately, this year and last year we have 
had very good weather for the production 
of both winter and summer crops. 

Of course wc decided that the agricultu¬ 
ral policies needed to be changed and so 
the government has put a top priority on 
agriculture, which is very clear in the 
whole economic program. This priority is 
also clearly reflected in the availability of 
financing from the agricultural bank and 
from the other government and commer¬ 
cial banks. 

You may have good weather, but with 
the wrong policies you reap nothing, and 
wc had at many times good weather, wc 
had good rainy seasons, but no production. 

We arc now also adopting and utilizing 
scientific methods of production. Wo arc 
emphasizing vertical expansion through 
the transfer of technology to farmers and 
adapting the technological packages rec¬ 
ommended by agricultural researchers. 

Q: Having achieved food self¬ 


^ ! ' L ' nr mu - t—d— n 
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PAC appears | 1 11/2|f $ J 

to have lost its YUBl / f 
relevance as a ( AhMP? 

an unchal- i I [Mr 

lenged pro- Bti I Jjgft 

Israeli group, HL WAfira 
employingob- 

soleie con- 1 d 

<*!>* and ' -J M 

techniques to fjf JH 

achieve its ob- e - ™*" —- 

jectives. 

The group is losing ground under pres¬ 
sure from three sources. First, the break-up 
of the former Soviet Union made AIPAC^ 
long-time claims of an impending Com¬ 
munist threat to US interests in the Middle 
East look meaningless. The pro-Israeli lob¬ 
by group was always citing the Soviet 
menace as a basis for soliciting economic 
and military aid to the Jewish state and for 
obslructing the flow of arms to Arab coun¬ 
tries. 

Second, the showdown with the Bush 
administration over the $10 billion in loon 
guarantees for Israel bought to the surface 
many long-hidden concerns among Ameri¬ 
cans over AIPACs influence and preferen¬ 
tial treatment to Washington. 

Americans arc becoming more willing to 
speak out agdinst the excesses of arro¬ 
gance and conspiratorial techniques used 
By 1 the group in handling dissents when it 
comes to public discussions of US policies 
in the Mladic East.. 

Third, the launching of the peace pro¬ 
cess under American sponsorshlpl has also 
exposed AlPAC's allegations of Arab bel¬ 
ligerency and Palestinian terrorism. The 
fact thaL the Israelis and the Arabs arc 
meeting face to face to discuss peace did 
not appease AIPAC hardliners, who have 
been bent on monopolizing public debates 
on pie Middle East in America by sup¬ 
pressing Arab voices. j 

The opportunities presented by AlPAC's 
' state of confusion AIPAC should be' uti¬ 
lized, not to enable Arabs to'take over the 
monopoly game in America, but to bring 
balance ana equity, to public discussions of 
the Arab world in ..the United States. This 
would place quite a burden oh the Arab 
stales and Arab American gtoups to stand 
up to.the challenge without underestimat¬ 
ing AIPACs influence. ' 

' hi facL, the lobby group has in the 1980s 
quadrupled its staff to more than 150 and 
. increaseditsmemberships 55,000 house¬ 
holds. Its membership-financed ]budget has 
expanded'from rhdre than $1.2 million in 
. 1980.16 $12 million in 1991, according to 
■the Washington Post. As Thomas Fned- 
pian says, -reports ot AIPAC demise are 
prematupe.TB!’' 

Muhammad Ayish is an a&ociate pro¬ 
fessor at the Department of Journalism 
■'& Mass Communication, Yarraouk Unl- 

■ VersUy,. •; / '-V* ••• • - 


Hindu militants 
stormed the dls- 

• : puted mosque- 
. temple site in the 
■, Indian city of Ay- 
odhya on Sunday 
and demolished 
'■ it completely Ig¬ 
niting a political 
f ; r crisis that threat- 
cits to throw the 
country into ' v 
civil spife. Many , 
: . ; world countries 
condemned the 

>s mack including 

V Jordan, • • 



sufficiency, what is the next step for the 
Sudan? 

A: The next step will be to continue ex¬ 
pansion of our agricultural production, be¬ 
cause we know we have an obligation not 
only to achieve self-sufficiency but also to 
contribute to solving food problems (else¬ 
where) and to creating a surplus so that we 
can diversify and increase our exports to 
earn foreign currency. We also will need 
to improve our industry so that we can re¬ 
alize added value on our agricultural pro¬ 
duction. Thai will be a major step in the 
future. In most cases we are now export¬ 
ing raw materials. If we improve our man¬ 
ufacturing and processing we can realize 
the added value and then reap better reve¬ 
nues. 

Q: For many years it was said that 
the Sudan would be the bread basket of 
Africa and the Arab World. Why has 
this dream been so difficult to realize? 

A: First, lack of political stability, lack 
of any stability in general. There can be no 
development in the absence of stability. 

In all the years since independence Sudan 
has been in a state of instability, this was 
reflected in the lack of continuity of poli¬ 
cies, planning and implementation. Sec¬ 
ondly, lack of the right macro-economic 
policies. Ypu cannot succeed in exploiting 
your agricultural resources if you don't 
have the right macro-economic policies. 
Thirdly, lack of attractive investment poli¬ 
cies. This is also due to the inefficiency of 
government bodies. 

A: What role can international Organ¬ 
izations such as the International Cen¬ 
ter for Agricultural Research In Dry 
Areas (ICAftDA) play, in contributing 
to Sudan's efforts to develop Its agricul¬ 
tural seetpr? 

Q: 1 think the interaction with ICARDA 
is very vital. We have tested that. We have 
had a very fruitful experience with this or- ; 

f ;anization, especially in faba beans. An 
mportant role Is’the interaction with re¬ 
searchers and: scientific exchange, because 
this is the foundation of agricultural devel¬ 
opment, What has been achieved for ex- 1 
ample through our contact with ICARDA 
. and CIMMYT (the Mexico-based Interna-, 
tional Center fer tile Imptovement of 
Maize, arid Wheat) in the field of whqpl ls’ 
very clear and is evidence of’what can be. 
achieved by interacting properly in very 
• well defined programs. V 

We also value interaction with these or¬ 
ganizations in agricultural policies and eft* 

• change of experience with similar-coun- 
tries, especially in view of the chance, 
through our free market economy. ■ 

i’i.-W- ICARDA 






















































10 THE STAR 







ft 


•TJ 

Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...yve will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and Events 
page. 


Iraqi musicians save 

the day 


By Mary Denis 

AMMAN'S concert-goers have 
grown accustomed to first-class 
performances given by Iraqi 
musicians. Last week's classical 
music performance by six Iraqi 
musicians who work at the NMC 
and live in Amman was no 
exception. It showed once again 
not only the musicians' talent, 
virtuosity and flair for serious 
music, but also demonstrated the 
individualism of the participating 
musicians, their professional 
resourcefulness and resilience. 

Having only one day at their 
disposal to rehearse for the co¬ 
ncert, the musicians prepared a 
vast and laborious program 
featuring • 14 composers, 

representing various styles of mu¬ 
sic ranging froml7th to late 20th 
century compositions. 

Such immediacy was dictated 
by the last minute cancellation of 
a scheduled duo conceit by 
fellow musicians held up In Iraq. 
In order to save the situation and 
"to cheer up NMC director Mr 
Kefah Fnkhoury", they.stepped 
in to fill in the shoes of their Iraqi 
colleagues. 

"Individually, all six of us are 
in great shape. But as a 'group we 
had little time to rehearse, so it 
was lough for us to tunc into each 
other," .confessed erudite pianist 
Otail Haddad, who holds a 
Master's degree in piano from 
Russia and whose lyrical SLyle 
and passion at the keyboard hove 
earned him the reputation of a 
pianist who gives all he's got. 

Otail is well-known in Amman 
for his solo performances, 
although this time he appeared as 
an accompanist only,- giving 
Suiafq Haddad, his sister and 
keyboard colleague a chance to 



S/L 


display her qualities as a soloist. 

Sulafa, a graduate of the Iraqi 
School of Music and of the 
College of Fine Arts in Baghdad, 
lives and teaches piano in 
Amman. She also accompanies 
ballet classes at the National Mu¬ 
sic Conservatory. 

Aram Zarasian, a violinist 
who holds a Master's degree 
from Russia and is currently co¬ 
ncert master of ihe orchestra of 
pie National Music Conservatory, 
is a restlessly searching artist 
who lives for and through music. 
"Music is my life,' 1 says Aram. 
He leaches violin to very 
advanced students. "I am basical¬ 
ly a performer. This is my 
profession. Teaching is my, job." 

: Samir Ammoury, principle vi¬ 
olinist of the NMC Orchestra, a 
graduate of the Baghdad Institute 
of Music, is at present a faculty 
member of the NMC Orchestra. 

AU ShawkI, clarinet, and 
Farhad Wattar, cello, are both 
faculty members .and principal 
players at thq NMC, They both 
hold Master's degrees. from 
Bulgaria and Russia respectively. 

- Mr Fakhoiuy praised the six 
musicians • for showing 
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professionalism and dedication to 
their art. He also complemented 
their capabilities as a team. "They 
an an assert to the country," he 
pointed out. 

But as all the musicians agreed, 
they would like to move forward 
to explore new territories. With a 
hefly load of teaching, though, 
they find themselves unable to 
practice four hours a day, which 
is standard practice to stay in 
good form. 

• They added that they would 
also have liked to undertake more 
challenging tasks, such as giving 
more solo recitals and playing 
more chamber music. The 
musicians recently had the 
splendid chance to play with the 
Apple Hill Chamber Music 
Ensemble from the USA, which 
they thoroughly enjoyed. "It was 
an cxhilerallng experience for 
us," said Haddad. "We would like 
to carry on doing concerts with 
visiting musicians more often." 

The musicians all agreed that 
ideally there should be an institu¬ 
tion which understands and takes 
care of die needs and interests of 
musicians. "I must admit that the 
NMC and Mr Fakhoury are very 
helpful, so is the Queen Noor 
Foundation. But. we want to 
stretch ourselves more," Haddad 
added. 

It is common knowledge that 
musicians are a hardy breed. 
They adapt easily to any living 
conditions, provided that their 
: special world of music is filled 
with melodies, offering limitless 
exploration and Improvisation. ■ 
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• In the 75th year 
of its existence, 

Tlic^ Rado^Wal^i ^ ^ 

around 1.8 million 
have been sold to 

date: Reason -——- 

enough for the 

company to launch a special model of the original DiaStar in a limited 
edition for the Jubilee year. 

An extra feature of the exclusive Jubilee model is the dial, which is 
set with 30 glittering diamonds, symbolizing 30 years of Rado DiaStar. 
It is a piece of jewelry that becomes all the more desirable when One 
knows that only 1000 examples of the Rodo DiaStar "Limited Jubilee 
Edition 1 ' arc on sale world-wide. This special model is available solely 
in the gentlemen's version with day/dalc display. Each Jubilee model 
has its personal number engraved on the ease back. Additional charac¬ 
teristics of its exclusivity are the certificate of authenticity and a 
special Jubilee box made from the finest wood. 

The Jubilee watch with the diamond star is available at selected 
Rado concessionaries, but only for a short time — the number pro¬ 
duced is strictly limited to 1000 numbered pieces. 
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• Under the 
patronage of Her 
Mqj'esty Queen 
Noor, a dinner 
reception was held 
at Kan Zanum at the 
end of the Wadi 
Rum Balloon Rally, 
to honor the 
participants and 
organizers of- ihe 
event. Royal 

Jordanian presented the awards to all those who participated and 
organized the rally. 

Mr Chawki Ayoub, general manager of Hotel Intercontinental 
Jordan; was presented with an award for the hoLcl's role in organizing 
and catering for the rally's guests. 


$ 0 * 

1 *1 


1^1® Agenda 


FILMS 

• 'Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves' will be featured at the 
American Center on Thursday 10 
Dccombcr at 5:00 pm. On 
Tuesday 15 December will be 
ABC News Weekly Highlights 
and the MacNcil Lchrer News 
Hour, at 5:00 pm at the center's 
premises. 

• As part of the Shakespeare 
festival, 'Hamlet' will be shown 
at the British Council on Monday 
14 December, with Mel Gibson 
taking the title role. 

•.... also at the British Council 
on Wednesday 16 Deoember, 
'West Side Story', a modem mu¬ 
sical Romeo and Juliet, will be 
screened. 

• The French Cultural Center 
will be showing 'Les Enfanls du 
Paradis' on Monday 14 December 
at 8:00 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Three artists from Gaza are 


currently displaying their work at 
the Abdul Hnmecd Shoman 
Foundation. Fayez AI Ilnsani, 
Kamel AI Mughnnni and Lailu 
Slmwa will be awaiting your 
company at the foundation's 
gallery until 24 December. 


• Under the patronage at he ur 
Junn Manuel Cubrera, Spanish 
Ambassador to Jordan, the 
Spanish Cultural Center will 
open an art exhibition entitled 
'Models of Jordanian Art, 1992'. 
The opening will be on Saturday 
12 December at 6:00 pm. 

LECTURES ... 

• 'Modabah and Late Antique 
City Planning’ will be the focus 
of Dr CJ Len/en's lecture on 
Monday 14 December at 7:00 
pm, at the FoA Center. 

• Mr Riad al Khouri will be 
giving a short talk at the British 
Council and leading a discussion 
on 'Shakespeare and the Arts' on 
Saturday 12 December, starling 
at 7:00 pm. 

FIELD TRIP 

• On Thursday 10 December, 
the Friends of Archaeology arc 
taking a trip to Wadi Rum at 3:00 
Dm. Concrcoation will be at the 


of HE Dr 


Amra Hotel parking lot 


Prince Mohammad Street. 
Tel; 64938ft, 654708. Amman 


1 + 2 = FREE 

AT THE ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

UNTIL 23rd DECEMBER, THE ALCAZAR 
HOTEL OFFERS 3 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

■ FOR THE SAME PRICE AS 2 NIGHTS 

•,: make your reservation today 

' TEL: (03) 314131;/2 FAX: (03) 314133 


QUIZ NIGHT 

# The Star will co-sponsor the 
Aramexj-Mas Quiz Night on 19 
December at the Plaza Hotel. The 
quiz will start at 8:00 pm. Tickets 
are. for JD 8.5 and are available at 
New York New York, Aramex 
International, MEBA Ltd, Plaza 
Hotel drid Ftostles. 

•...The;fatuity-of Economics at 
the UJ.irWilcs you to visit the 
first “Accountants wcck u to be 
held from 13 till 16 December. 
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Dave Barry does Japan (Pan Four): 

Discovering traditional 
Japanese art 


By Dave Barry 

AFTER SEVERAL days in To¬ 
kyo, we decided to acquire an in- 
depth understanding of the tradi¬ 
tional Japanese arts by taking 
The Halo tour-bus company's To¬ 
kyo Nightlife Tour. 

Our first Nightlife cultural slop 
was the famous Kabuki/.a theater, 
where we watched part of a 
Kabuki play. I have here a guide 
book clearly stating dial Kabuki 
is the "height of artistic 
perfection" and an "unforgettable 
experience," so I have to co¬ 
nclude that die problem, on this 
particular evening, was me. 

I should note that I’ve never 
been a big fan of any kind of 
classical performing orL form. I 
am severely bored by opera and 
ballet, for example. The only 
ballet 1 ever enjoyed was one I 
saw on an outdoor stage, where 
instead of n curtain they laid a 
large hedge dial the dancers 
could duck lichind. In the 
climactic scene, the lead ballerina 
got picked up by one of the mule 
dancers, who was apparently 
supposed to waft her effortlessly 
offstage, but he was having 
trouble keeping her aloft, plus her 
tutu blocked his vision, so he 
lunged forward, building up a 
head of steam, rout rammed her 
headfirst smack into die hedge. 
Then he hacked up, changed 
course slight) v ami run her into 
the hedge again, before be finally 
managed to stagger offstage, with 
shmbbery clinging to both of 
their costumes. 1 was moved to 
tears. 

So when it eoincs to die 
classical performing arts, I’m ba¬ 


sically an unsophisticated low- 
rent Neanderthal kind of guy, 
which is why I'm probably just 
revealing my own intellectual 
limitations and cultural myopia 
when 1 tell you that Kabuki is the 
silliest thing I have ever seen on 
singe, and 1 have seen a man 
juggle two rubber chickens and a 
birthday cake. 

For another thing, since all 
Kabuki actors arc male, a man 
was playing the role of the hero¬ 
ine. According to the program 
notes, he was a famous Kabuki 
actor who was extremely skilled 
at portraying the feminine * 
character by using subtle gestures 
and vocal nuances perfected over 
generations. But what he looked 
like, to die untutored eye, was n 
man with a four-year supply of 
while mnkc-up on, mincing 
around stage and whining. 

In fuel everybody seemed to 
whine a lot. It was all dint 
happened for minutes on end. 
Kabuki has about the same 
dramatic pacing us bridge co¬ 
nstruction. It's not hi all unusual 
for a play to last 10 hours. And 
bear in mind that one hour of 
watching Kabuki is die equiva¬ 
lent of 17 hours spent in a more 
cnjoyuble activity, such os eye 
surgery. 

After the piny, we all got buck 
onto die bus and went to a geisha 
house, where Mr Sato, our tour 
guide, told us that we were going 
to witness an aulhendc geisha 
ceremony, performed by authent¬ 
ic trained geishas. He said it was 
u dying art form, because young 
women today no longer warn to 
go into die geisha field, which I 
can certainly understand, because 
Ikifure you can become a geisha, 


you have to 
spend years 
learning how to 
sing traditional 

songs and S 

arrange flowers f L 

in a traditional / 

way and pour T-s 

lea in a 

ceremony so , '*■ 

ancient and 

traditional and ft Qgflreg 

all-around slow J\ 

that it makes A 

Kabuki theater 

seem like a 

Madonna co- 

neert. It's not a 

modem, fast- F5&R.T 32 

paced, high- _ 

octane 

profession. You don't see geishas 
wearing beepers rushing off to 
perform emergency tea-pourings. 

In fact you don't see geishas at 
nil, because they're a dying breed. 
The geishas at the house that we 
went to all seemed to be 
grandmothers at the very 
minimum. Also there were no 
Japanese customers there. 

But the ladies were very nice, 
they told us to take off our shoes 
and sit at some low tables, and 
we all suffered from leg cramps 
while they served us beverages. I 
ordered a beer, which they served 
via the ancient traditional method 
of opening a beer and putting it 
in front of me. 

Next they performed some 
dances and songs for us, and 
then they announced that they 
were going to have a geisha cou¬ 
rtship ceremony. They asked for 
an audience volunteer to serve os 
the suitor, and I stuck my hond 
up. 


■iWAJrs—*■« 
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John Ritter 

Following in father'sfootsteps 


Editor's note: 

JOHN RITTER was burn Into 
ihe movie business, His father 
was Tex Ritter, a cowboy star 
the 1930s and a musical 
performer (lie sang the ballad 
for High Noon). John grew up 
watching his father perform, 
and he graduated In theater 
JHs from the University of 
Southern California. 

Ritter first drew attention 
playing a minister In the long 
Junning family serfesi The 
Waltons, He achieved stardom 
with the comedy Three's 
company, playing a bachelor 
with two attractive roommates. 
M B followed with another se- 
rtt*! tioopeman, 

Between TV assignments. 
Kilter has appeared, on the 


apiKurta. un iw 

W.and in films, among them 
jrowna Child and Skin Deep, 
..JP Jiui new film Stay Tuned, he 
^ Daw her play 

who are sucked 
S » TV JOteliile dish and are 
by the devilish Jeffrey 

J 8rt * n • 

Q-jJohn, non this movie come 
Bfr 'MHn* tb* hartd that 

you 1 Category? 


John Ritter: Yeah. It's a little 
nip. Things come around, and 1 
think television deserves a little 
bile here and there. Just as actors 
do, ami we get it whether we 
want it or not. We get bitten by 
the hands that used to clap for us. 

Q: you're even doing a Job on 
Three's Company1 
As An affectionate spoof, very 
affectionate, with the tongue in 
everyone's check. 

Q: That show hod a long run, 

A: Yes. we did eight years with 
‘three's Company and then I did 
Three's a Crowd for a year. 
Thai's longer than high school 
and - college combined, and 1 
Irctmi a lot. It was interesting 
working with the guest stars. 
Some were comedians, some nan 
only done soaps, some had only 
duni theater and looked down 
their roses at us. Yet, when the 
culrtijun ^eat up, no matter who 
you-had studied with, or how 
long you had studied, you had ip 
answer to the audience. Thai was 
reiliy emc of the iW aboul the 
way that show .was run by w 
diicctor and the producers. 
SidnVdore-uikcs.WhHt you »W 
is.what you got, If ^ crc 
boom in the shot. »t W8S lhcrfi - 


Wc did two shows and they used 
the best of two shows and we 
were out on the street at eight- 
thirty on Friday night. It was real¬ 
ly fun for us. The idea of working 
with different kinds of actors and 
guest stars was really fulfilling, It 
was like doing a little play every 
week. 

Q: How did this movie come 

up? , . • 

A: Peter Hyams, the director, 
sent me the script 1 R was so wild. 
I was worried about whether they 
were going to spend the money to 
make it look great. Hyams was 
going to direct, so I knew it was 
going to be a classy film. Ihked 
the look of Outlaw, of 2010 ,1 
loved Running Scared. He's done 
all different kinds of films. I 
think that's what was needed ror 
this film, a guy who coukTdo a 
fifties kind of Technicolor film as 
well as the Forties black-and- 
white : gangster film and be m 
charge of-comedy and love TV. 
Peter Hyams Is really an amazing 
creative force and I always want¬ 
ed to work with him. We had a 
special friendship- • 

Q: Yhu had a j|rdat cast id 

work with, too. v 

A: i always wanted to work with 


They brought me up on stage, 
put a kimono on me, and Had me 
kneel on a pillow. Then they 
brought out the object of my 
affections, played by the head 
giesha, who was wearing a 
kimono and the traditional geisha 
facial cosmetics, which are 
apparently applied with a trowel. 
It looked like she had ahalf-inch- 
thick layer of plaster on her face. 
I'm sure she was a very nice 
person, but the overall effect was 
scary. 

She danced around me, taking 
tiny steps arid stopping every 
now and then to look sideways at 
me in what i : assume was 
supposed to be a coquettish and 
flinalious manner. . 

"Hey Big Boy!" was th6 
message of this dance. "You like 
my floral arrangements ?" 

Next she fined a ceremonial 

e with tobacco, lit It, and 
led it to me. I look a puff and 
emitted a ceremonial cough, then 
she took the pipe back. The 


Pam Dawber. I've 
worked with 
Jonathan Wintcre 
and Robin 
Williams. No one 
can touch Robin 
Williams unless 
it's Jonathan Win¬ 
ters and no one 
can touch 

Jonathan Winters 
unless it's maybe 
Robin, But Pam is 
straight and can 
hold her own with 
.those guys, No 
one gave her the 
credit she t . 
deserved, Family.man: 

because I know 
What it was like , dealing with 
(hose guys, She. is such ,a 
gracious actress. She had great 
suggestions. She was integral to 
most of the Creative process. If 
Pam had a suggestion, nine times 
out of leu she was right. 
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narrator announced that this was 
the crucial port of the ceremony, 
because if she also puffed on the 
pipe, it meant that she had agreed 
to marry me. After a moment of 
extreme, suspense, she took a 
puff, and everybody clapped and 
the two of us lovebirds went off 
arm-in-arm, presumably to our 
Love Nest, where, unable to 
control our passion any longer, 
we would chisel off her face and 
look at photos of her 
grandchildren. 

CONCLUSION 

I would say that the single most 
important conclusion I reached, 
after having spent three weeks 
travelling through Japan, as well 
as countless hours reading and 
thinking about this fascinating 
culture, is that you should always 
tighten the cap on the shampoo 
bottle before you put it in your 
suitcase. Because otherwise — 
trust me here — it's going to leak 
ail over everything, including 

K toothbrush, and when you 
your teeth you'll be 
foaming at the mouth, as though 
you’ve been bitten by a dog 
infected with herbal-scented 
rabies. 

I also discovered that it is 
possible to gain weight even in a 
country whose idea of a taste 
treat is sea urchins. 

I'd like to be able to conclude 
with some deeper insights into 
the Japanese, but looking back 
through my notes, I don't find 
any. I find a lot of notes like: 
CORN ltiPrzZAI7 
So I'm afraid that my 
perspective on Japanese culture 
was severely limited, similar to 
the perspective I had of Ml Fuji 
when 1 was riding around in the 
fog; I was there, but all I could 
see was die tiny bit of it right 
around me, and even that wasn't 
very clear. This is my fault, it 
was very stupid of me to go over 
there without learning to speak at 
least some Japanese, and I have 
solemnly promised myself to cor¬ 
rect this mistake. ■ 


:r $ 



Q: You must have learned a lot 
of professionalism from your 
father. 

A; Yes. His big thing .was to. be 
humble. I- thbught I was; He 
would say, "More humble, son. 
There is always someone opt 
there bcuer than you.'* He, was 
very proud of me.: He saw me ori 
The Waltons, but he;wasn't.alive 
for Three's Company. 

Qi Genetically, you should 
have been a. cpwboyl actor. But 
you got Into comedy. Flow wds 
that? , •» ;• . , .; : 


Ritter and his wtfe 

A: 1 had done so many screen 
tests. I was just on the verge of 
getting things and I didn't quite 
get them. I remember meeting 
* Peter Bogdonavich for this movie 
about Texas, He thought I was 
from Texas becauseof my 
accent,.but it was just my dads 
influence. He wanted me, and I 
even did an improvisation with 
: -. Jeff Bridges for The Last Picture 
Shpw and he met my Dad for the 
•pari thhl Beti Johnson won the 
Oscar for, It. aimed out that he 
sort of wanted me, but the others 
said no.. Timothy Bottoms was 
.: dong Johnnie Gpt His Gun, and 
they said, "Timothy is maybe 
belter for this pari." Peter never 
.forgot me. Years later Peter hired 
me for Nickelodeon, and They All 
Laughed, We’ve bocome really, 
close friends Over Ihe yesurs. ■ 
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UN Security Council 
authorizes force for Somalia 


By Judy Aita 

THE SECURITY Council De¬ 
cember 3 authorized a major 
multinational military force to 
“use all necessary means to estab¬ 
lish as soon as possible a secure 
environment” Tor the distribution 
of food, medicine and other hu¬ 
manitarian aid in Somalia. 

The council unanimously 
adopted a resolution that, while 
not specifically mentioning the 
United States, guve Washington 
the go-ahead Lo lead the military 
operation. Chinn had been cx- 

f ieclcd to abstain because of its 
Dng-standing objection to the use 
of force. However Ambassador 
Li Daoyu said that his notion ap¬ 
proved the Lext because of 
China's profound sympathy for 
the Somali people — and be¬ 
cause of the strong UN control 
over the operation. 

The 21-point resolution was 
meticulously crafted over several 
days lo accommodate a US desire 
to lead military matters while 
enabling Secretary General Bou¬ 
tros-Ghali and the Security 
Council to maintain political con¬ 
trol. 

The resolution refers specifical¬ 
ly to the secretary general's 
recent letter in which he cites the 
US ofTer that "if the Security 
Council were to decide to author¬ 
ize member states to use forceful 
means to ensure the delivery of 
relief supplies to the people of 
Somalia, the United Slates would 


be ready to take the lead in orga¬ 
nizing and commanding such an 
operation in which a number of 
other member states would also 
participate." 

US ambassador Edward Per¬ 
kins said that "in offering to 
contribute lo the effort authorized 
by this resolution, the United 
States has no other objective. 
Once deployed, our military forc¬ 
es wilt remain in Somalia no 
longer titan is necessary. We look 
forward to the early transition to 
an effective United Nations 
peacc-kcoping force." 

"While the resolution author¬ 
ized the use of 'all necessary 
means', one point should be clear: 
Our mission is essentially a 
peaceful one, and we will en¬ 
dorse the use of force only if and 
when we decide it is necessary lo 
accomplish our objective," Per¬ 
kins said. 

The ambassador noted that by 
responding to the tragedy In So¬ 
malia "the international 
community is also taking an im¬ 
portant step in developing a 
strategy for dealing with the po¬ 
tential disorder and conflicts of 
the post-Co Id War world. This 
step must entail unprecedented 
levels of cooperation amongst the 
international community in re¬ 
sponse to urgent humanitarian 
needs..." 

The council authorized (he sec¬ 
retary general and the nations 
contributing to the force to "make 
the necessary arrangements for 


die unified com¬ 
mand" and to 
establish appropriate 
mechanisms for coor¬ 
dination between the 
UN and the forces. 

Countries consider¬ 
ing supplying troops 
to the force include 
Italy, Belgium, 

France, Nigeria and 
Pakistan. 

The council earlier 
this year authorized 
the deployment of 
approximately 4,200 
troops for UN Opera¬ 
tion in Somalia 
(UNOSOM), includ¬ 
ing a Pakistani 
contingent of 500 at 
the airport in Moga¬ 
dishu. 

Council members 
stressed that the op¬ 
eration represents an 
immediate emergen¬ 
cy solution to an 
absolutely disastrous 
humanitarian prob¬ 
lem; the long term 
solutions must be re¬ 
solved by the 
Somalis themselves. 

British Ambassador Sir David 
Haimay said that the objectives 
of the operation have been clear¬ 
ly established. "They are lo bring 
humanitarian assistance to all 
those who need it throughout So¬ 
malia and that requires, it is now 
evident, a whole lot of complctc- 



Security 


UN intervention : 
starving? ' 

ly exceptional and unusual meas¬ 
ures." 

"The modalities themselves arc 
innovative and different than the 
ones that have been tried before, 
but that doesn't make them any 
less UN objectives and UN- 
blcsscd modal i tics, M Hannay said. 

The resolution demands that all 
parlies, movements and factions 


in Somalia immediately cease 
hostilities, maintain a cease-fire 
throughout the country nnd coop¬ 
erate with the UN special envoy 
Ambassador Isnini Kittani, the 
multinational force and humani¬ 
tarian organizations. 

It "strongly condemns all the 
violations of international hu¬ 
manitarian law occurring in 
Somalia, including in particular 
the deliberate impeding of the de¬ 
livery of food and medical 
supplies essential for the survival 
of the civilian population, and af¬ 
firms that those who commit or 
order the commission of such 
acts will be held individually re¬ 
sponsible.” 

The rare action by the council 
authorizing the use of force was 
prompted by Boutros Ohali's re¬ 
port on 30 November that the 
council lias "no alternative but to 
decide to adopt more forceful 
measures to secure the humani¬ 
tarian operations In Somalia" and 
a concomitant US offer lo 
commit troops to such an op¬ 
eration. 

The secretary general recom¬ 
mended "that the Security 
Council take n very early deci¬ 
sion to adjust its approach to the 
crisis in Somalia, lliat crisis re¬ 
sults from the fact that Somalia 
has become a country without a 
government or other political au¬ 
thorities with whom the basis for 
humanitarian activities can be ne¬ 
gotiated."* 

USIS 


Typhoid stalks Bosnia's homeless 


By Sybil Bernier-Hart 

A YEAR ago the scenario would 
have been unlikely at best, un¬ 
thinkable at worst — the 
European heartland of pictu¬ 
resque touristic villages ravaged 
by war, Us alleyways riven by 
disease-bearing filth, its air thick 
with files and mosquitoes, A na¬ 
tion that prided itself on 
cleanliness ceased to be one, in 
Its unmaking the demon of pesti¬ 
lence and suffering was bom, 

As tens of thousands of dis¬ 
placed people in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina fight for shelter, 
against winter, the essentials of 
lifo from clean .water to medical 
care arc being sec aside. Starva- 
lion is a reality for whole 
communities and insanitary con¬ 
ditions have 1 become a way of 
. life. The continued, fighting on 
several fronts guarantees; that 
now victims are being pushed to¬ 
wards thp makeshift camps .and 
shelters each day. 

The contaminated water sup-. 1 
plies have led to an outbreak of 
, typhoid fever, and prompted new 
.warnings thht wbrsc may;be yet 
; to come. Outbreaks of other dis¬ 
eases from contaminated. water, 
/-such as hepatitis A, dysentery 
■ find gastroenteritis 'lave been re- 
Pdruyi from certain areas bit not - 
iW f confirmed ;by. International 
authorities monitoring ; the‘ Sifua- 
<.tton,-- ; . ... 

• ,-f?3f fa 1 ■■ most, seirious; blit 

.break of. the "disease has "bben 
caused by Ini’, 

:about; do• miles■ northwest-' 
;• ,; V v-> s \ :■ 



Urgent medical supplies arrive in Travnik, Bosnia 


of Sarajevo. As the piped water 
■ supply dried up as a result ; of the 
hostilities, desperate inhabitants 
reached for alternative sources, 
most of which were contaminat¬ 
ed. .. 

Bosnian sources in- Londbri 
• said the problem could only get 
worse; not better: "There ate 
mosses of Bosnian refugees cur¬ 
rently in Travnik,"said. Paul 
Turkovlc, a spokesman,. "we, may 
see trouble; thefe aqon *; ■ • 

: i He sttessed that informal ton bh 
the sanitary conditions across the 
beleaguered Country was s'darce, 
but he pointed out that it was 


. “anybody's gucss ihaiheaUh; cOn- . _ „ U1BM1 

\ ' * alcr >" Ond Lortdoii-bascd 
r .Although ft.^Strovett^mqtotein rtllpf'.agency/'pfllcijil.; 1 “With-so 


exemplary health standards under 
the communist regime, the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia was not immune 
to the threat of epidemics, A ty¬ 
phoid epidemic swept through 
jajee In 1987. The latest, inci¬ 
dence in . November, however, 
was the I direct result of a five- 
month Serbian siege of the town 
which ; devastated many of its 
amenities, including the water 
supply system. 

:, : Exiles tfrota the embattled re¬ 
gion believe that the problem of 
sanitation would get worse even 
.if international aid.got through, 

"What foreign: idd canndt^possi-. 

bly ;provide ,is: fresh. or,clean 

liiQInii 11 . noM I_ lj ' .j _• i 
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many towns and villngos under 
siege there is little chance of im¬ 
provement, unless the systematic 
encirclement of population cen¬ 
ters by enemy forces is ended." 

In Jajee alone, authorities said 
in November that at least 25 cas¬ 
es of typhoid had been 
confirmed. They added however 
that the actual figure could be 
much higher. As one official 
pointed out, with the town still 
caught in the crossfire several lo¬ 
calities remained inaccessible. 

Although reports of typhoid 
spreading in the war zone have 
circulated for at least two 
months, it was only on 16 No¬ 
vember that the WHO office in 
Zagreb issued its first health 
warning. The UN office said out¬ 
breaks of typhoid fever had 
occurred both in areas immedi¬ 
ately affected by war and in 
United Nations Protected Areas 
(UNPAs). Infected individuals 
were taken to Split, where most 
' of thorn were hospitalized. 

The WHO has reminded all 
those in the war-affcctcd areas 
• and the. UNPAs of its standard 
advice on typhoid fever — that 
drinking water should either be 
boiled or treated with water puri¬ 
fying tablets, that fresh salads 
should not be eaten, and that fruit 
and raw vegetables should be 
peeled and, Washed in purified 

■ water before they are eaten. 

Hqnds should he washed with 
soap arid water after Using the. toi¬ 
let, before preparing foqd and 
before easing. . ■: : 

■ ' These precautions, which are 


necessary whether or not individ¬ 
uals hove been vaccinated against 
the disease, will reduce the risk 
of infection to a minimum. But 
most people in the war zone are 
unable to take those precautions 
for a variety of reasons, from 
lack of fuel to lack of soap — 
and indeed enough spare water 
for washing. 

Typhoid fever is caused by sal - 
monella typhl , the typhoid 
bacillus, transmitted by water or 
food that has been contaminated 
with excreta of an infected per¬ 
son. The incubation period 
usually ranges from one to three 
weeks, but a small percentage of 
those infected become symptom- 
less, carriers who remain 
infectious for years. The early 
symptoms include fever, head¬ 
ache, malaise and constipation 
more commonly than diarrhoea. 
The illness can 1 become life- 
threatening if not treated with an¬ 
tibiotic drugs. 

The message for the relief 
workers: trying to reach out to the 
thousands exposed to the risk or 
typhoid and oilier water-related 
diseases is clear. Unless some¬ 
thing Is done sooh to repair or 
clean tip the water resources in 
the area and the inhabitants sup* 
. plied with preventive medical 
care, typhoid may take the whale 
, of the embattled! region in its 
deadly grip arid .spread beyond 
the boundaries of "Bosnia and 
- Herzegovina. ■; 'i. 1 ; ". 
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Postmodernist Islam: 


The dilemmas of 
democracy 


POSTMODERNISM AND IS- 
LAM: Predicament and 

promise, by Akbar S. Ahmed, 
London and New York, Rout- 
ledge. 294 pp. 

By Alouph liar even 

OUT OF a world population of 
5.2 billion people, about one bil¬ 
lion arc Muslims. Though Islam 
is toab in origin, only one fifth 
of the Muslims in the world, 
about 200 million, live in Arab 
countries. The largest groups live 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and In¬ 
donesia. 

There arc also large Muslim 
populations in several African 
countries south of die Sahara — 
notably Nigeria — and in some 
of the independent republics 
which have emerged from the 
former Soviet Union. According 
to demographic estimates, by die-' 
year 2025, out of a world popula¬ 
tion or 8.3 billion, there will be 
nearly 2 billion Muslims. 

The question of the future di¬ 
rection of Islam is an important 
one bodi for Muslims and non- 
Muslims alike. For Muslims it is 
primarily an internal question: 
Whnt kind of state and society 
arc likely to evolve in Muslim 
countries, and how arc they to re¬ 
late to the rest of the world — to 
the emerging so-called "new 
world order"? Will they be partic¬ 
ipants, or opponents? 

Of course, one si multi avoid 
cucrali/alions. One billion Mus- 


FfitlTWiTi uTfuiml m\ 1 nTTIuS? 


urc divided by a multiplicity of 
languages, national cultures, na¬ 
tion-suites, differing national 
interests and differing economic 
concerns. In each of these coun¬ 
tries, the inieipretation and 
practice of Islam varies from 
group to group as well as be¬ 
tween individuals. 

The modern-day Muslim expe¬ 
rience is at the Heart of Akbar S. 
Ahmed's now ( book'Postmodern¬ 
ism and Islam'. Formerly a senior 
civil servant in Pakistan, Ahmed 

* is a fellow of Sclwyn College at 
Cambridge, and a leading scholar 
of Islam. 

, Ahmed sees modernity and its 
post-modern evolution as a mix- 

• lure of good and evil, for while it 
claims to respect the individual, 
human rights and democracy, it 
also brings egotism, materialism, 
the disintegration of the family, 
social and cultural anarchy, and 
all too frequent stereotyping by 

» mas? media. 

' On the other hand, he points 
but (hat in most Muslim countries 
I the arrival of modernity has coin¬ 
cided with the imposition of 
colonial rule, h follows that the 
rejection of colonial rule is ac¬ 
companied by the -rejection of 
modernity. Because of this Islam 
has for sapte become * bastion of 
; seir-detenae ■ self-respect 

i.against the jtecuhriori of the world*, 
; of foreigner! and their cultures. 

^ .Ahmed fa severely critical of 
Muslim countries for what he de- 
..scribes as the absence of genuine 
democracy,- the prevalence of tyr- 
*Wt.: the Jack of (oferance For 
. Jflcmjfic inquiry, yet he is deep- 
Jy ooiiMmcd that Islam should 
mftbc confounded with the ex- 
H? travesties bf some of its. 

uuriessen* 


humility combined with equality: 
’The emphasis on a lack of 
priesthood and the rejection of 
merit based on wealth or line¬ 
age." 

Ahmed's book has a tragic 
sense or (lie mutual mispercep¬ 
tions of Islamic and Western 
societies, and of the urgent need 
to dispel them. He calls on Mus¬ 
lims "to preserve the essence of 
the Quranic message.... to partici¬ 
pate in the global civilizations 
without their identity being oblit¬ 
erated." He calls also on the West 
"to expand the Western idealistic 
notions of justice, equality, free¬ 
dom and liberty beyond their 
borders, to include all humanity." 

In a religion whose key phrase 


is "submission to God's will", the 
book questions who the legiti¬ 
mate authorities to interpret 
God’s will are. With God being 
the only one to whose will all arc 
expected to submit, he argues 
that it follows that the very sub¬ 
mission to another person is 
linked to the question of legitima¬ 
cy. Docs submission to the will 
of God require a person to submit 
unqucstioningly to the interpreta¬ 
tion of God's will by the father, 
elder brother, husband, head of 
tribe or head of nation? 

The book suggests that for as 
long as Islamic societies do not 
choose true democracy as the on¬ 
ly way by which to confer 
legitimacy on a government, then 



both rulers and ruled will contin¬ 
ue in the unresolved tension of 
legitimacy. 

This is the core dilemma of Is¬ 
lam. According to Ahmed, it 
cannot be solved from the out¬ 
side, although it can of course be 
influenced by the spread of de¬ 
mocracy in the world. A peaceful 
solution to the Arab-Isracli con¬ 
flict would also lessen some of 
the prevailing tensions. The ques¬ 
tion remains, however, as to how 
a shared civility will replace the 


prevailing hierarchies in these 
countries. This question is also of 
intense interest in the context of 
future Palestinian self-rule. 

Akbar S. Ahmed has given us a 
provocative book about Islam 
and Postmodemily. Essentially it 
is a book not so much about Is¬ 
lam as about Muslims and their 
society, past and future. Readers 
will feel much empathy with his 
sense of tragedy and his painful 
quest for hope. ■ 

Tlie Jerusalem Post 



NON-STOP 
TO THE 
GULF, 

4 TIMES 


WEEK 


Gulf Air offers non-stop. afternoon flights Whether you choose to fly First, business 

from Amman to Bahrain every Monday and or eepnomy, you'd travel in comfort and style, 
Friday, to Abu Dhabi every. 'Thursday, and to •• enjoying our traditional hospitality. • v . 
Doha every Sunday: Within the Gulf we have • V jt's.a» W .of the e^eri^ce, offing, 

more regional ccmoeC^Jcnst&an ®ny *.v 
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By Jennifer Foulds 

NEARLY 700 years of painting 
on the South Asian subcontinent, 
from the Mughal to the Punjabi 
styles, is encapsulated in the in* 
temalionally famous Edwin 
Binney the Third Collection, re¬ 
putedly the most comprehensive 
assemblage of South Asian paint¬ 
ings in the western hemisphere. 

Encompassing every known 
school of painting from India and 
Pakistan, the collection consists 
. of 1400 works front the 12th to 
the earlier part of this century. 
Recently a selection from this 
fabulous collection was shown, 
amid rave reviews, to the Ameri¬ 
can public at the San Diego 
Museum of Art in California. En¬ 
titled Myths, Monsters, 
Maharajas the selection was 
made by Dr Ellen Smart, the 
newly appointed curator of South 
Asian an at the museum and her¬ 
self a recognised world authority 
on Indian art. 

The 100 paintings in the selec¬ 
tion reflect a whole range of 
styles which prevailed in the 
courts of the Mughal, Rajput, 
Dcccani and Punjab Hills rulers 
over 700 years. The earliest 
work, an illustrated Buddhist 
palm leaf text, was dated 1139 
AD. 

A particularly strong compo¬ 
nent of the Binney collection is 
its Mughal paintings, Painting 
thrived during the reign of Em¬ 
peror Akbar (1542-1605), who 
encouraged his Muslim and Hin¬ 
du painters to chronicle not only 
the historically important events 
of his reign but also everyday 
life. The paintings offer insight 
■ into many aspects of life in 16th- 
and 17th-century India. 

One of the earliest examples is 
a page from Tuti Nama (Tales of 
a Parrot), painted in 1560. The 
picture shows an episode from 
thc_ tale of the many misfortunes 
which befell Khurshid because of 
her great beauty. She is depicted 
on board a ship in a turbulent sea, 
where she has been taken Into 
slavery by a dishonest merchant. 
•The painting demonstrates the 
Akbari mixture of traditional In¬ 
dian painting, evident in its 
depiction of Khurshid, and the in- 
fusion of dramatic presentation in , 
the vigorous and animated depic¬ 
tions of those around hor. » 
Early Rajput painting, embody¬ 
ing the chivalric code of physical 
courage, independence and ro¬ 
mantic passion, is .characterized 
.by.flat expanses of intense color 
and much symbolism. Rajput 
'paintings sometimes have the 
feeling of modem works. Subject 
matter is often mystical, as in the 
leaf from the Dhagavata Purana, 
a Hindu religious poem recount¬ 
ing episodes from the life of 
Krishna, date circa 1560-651 ' 

’ : Tha painting shows Krishna on 
his. way r to the rescue of two 
. women held captive in a fortified 
,i .castle. Ail the elements of a paw-* 

• erful drama , are brilliantly- 
v. displayed here: The women 1m- : 

.?• bnsoned by tho dchron Naraka,. 

the well-armed hero Krishna ar¬ 
riving on the wings of the bird- 
.Than, Oaroda, 'and the citadel ’ 

- complete yvikh canon.and a mdal. ’ 
R Q Ufihly M00 1 years later, the' 

• Rajput schools of painting inter- 


r il:l 


Myths of Maharajas 
and monsters 


were also record¬ 
ed, as in the 
painting of the 
ruler of Mewar, 

Rana Bhim Singh 
Frolicking In his 
Pool. Another 
Rajput portrait in 
the exhibition 
showed Raja 
Pratap- Singh of 
Sawar mounted 
on a blue stal¬ 
lion. 

The Dcccani 
rulers commis¬ 
sioned elegantly 
sensitive paint¬ 
ings that, like 
Mughal works, 
blend exotic and 
native Indian in¬ 
fluences. 

Dcccani paint- 
ings arc famous 
for the strong, 
sensuous use of 
pinks, oranges and violets. Dcc¬ 
cani artistic interest extended to 
marbled paper, a highly compli¬ 
cated process in which pigments 
are floated in oil over the surface 
of the paper. A superb example 
of the process on view was a leaf 
from an album of marbled paper. 
The image, A Tiger Eating a Ga- 










Dramatic depiction:'Killing a Dragon' (left) and 'Combat with a Dragon 1 


zelle. Surrounded by Deer, was 
made about 1650. 

The paintings from the relative¬ 
ly isolated Punjab Hills were not 
as quickly or thoroughly influ¬ 
enced by Mughal traditions. Two 
major lypes of painting emerged 
in the Himalayan region. One, 
developed in conjunction with 
Hindu rites and highly colored 


and symbolically conceived, was 
represented by the work of artists 
in the states of Basholi, Mankot 
and Kulu. 

The other style, influenced by 
Mughal painting, was of a lyrical, 
romantic nature, and was asso¬ 
ciated with the states of Guler 
and Kangra. The Kangra variant 
perhaps was the largest and most 


famous school of Rajput painting 
in the Punjab Hills. It is repre¬ 
sented by a 19lh century painting, 
Krishna Awaits the Return of his 
Second Emissary, highlighting 
the romance of the god and his 
beloved Radha. 

Jennifer Foulds is a writer and 
researcher based in Los Angles. 


Miniaturist in a man's world 


• Rajput schools; of painting inter- 
: acted*with the : Mughal:school, 

«‘ W In part to the influx of Mu-, 
y gnat Artists atR^jpul courts. This 
:: |{jq io r gneatcr interest in p'orual- 
rtufe as : wcH ds stylistic borrowing 
> ftppn lhe Mugha| ( gdhoo]. Dcpic- 
pori of Religious subjects. 
Continued during ihis period arid ‘ 
i glprificatipri pf th6 rultirs was of-:;' 


By Sybil Bcrnier-Hart 

THE BRITISH . capital's Com¬ 
monwealth Institute is the 
educational and cultural center of 
the 50 Commonwealth countries, 
It promotes the Commonwealth 
to people in the UK through a va¬ 
riety of programs and. activities 
reflecting Commonwealth peo¬ 
ples and Issues, and is the venue 
For a diversity of exhibitions, like 
the two forthcoming exhibitions 
on fnlniaturc art and Indian cos¬ 
tume. 

Both shows depict women. 
Nayika: Representation of the Fe¬ 
male Form in Miniature Art, is 
the sixth annual exhibition of 
contemporary Indian miniatures, 
..and, opens at the; BhoWnagree 
Goljcry, .running until 17 January 

Nayika is the Indian term -used 
for the heroines of ancient Indian 
literature. Included under that 
(heme, arc works by Mccna Sas- 
ran, one of only a handful of 
women ; artists in a male-, 
dominated profession, who is 
showing'her miniatures for the 
first time in the UK. , 

Also featured are works by 
miniaturists Ghanshyam Nimbuk, 
i known for his ;portrayal .of; the 
: flora arid fauna of; the' Kashmir 
Valley; Irshad id-' Huq, a self- 
taught-artist with outstanding nat¬ 
ure! 'talent; and 1 Piroze, a 
descendant ; of the famous artist . 
Ustad Mfarisur, whppaimed irithe 1 ' 
court of i the fourth Mughal Em¬ 
peror Jahangir. 

. Mcena Soran comes jrom a 
family of miniaturists who have 
lived ;and. worked, in Ddlhi for 
gcneratidriSiand shej i$; ohi of the:' 
fcto*wamen miniature artists in: 
India today,-She apprenticed un¬ 


der her grandfa¬ 
ther, a master 
miniaturist who 
recognized her 
early talents and 
put her through 
the intensive 
and disciplined 
training usually 
reserved for 
sons. 

Women are 
depicted in min¬ 
iature art by an 
elaborate and 
complex set of 
rules . which, 

.were drawn up 
in the 2nd cen¬ 
tury AD, Before 
the lime, minia¬ 
tures i depicted 
only men/ The| 
new rifles rigid¬ 
ly defined 
attributes such, 
as hair color 
and the shape of 
the eyes, fea¬ 
tures ’ which „ , 
varied accord- Nayika in atW 
ing to . the 
woman's status .. 
and role. 

Mceria Saran now specializes, 
in portraying these women of the 
Mughal courts: The empresses, 
courtesans, lovers, sportswomen, r 


. - 
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Nayika in attendance on a Prince 


the past 10 years. Her Interest is 
In preserving what was becoming 
a dying.tradition by giving artists 
international exposure. ..; ;. - j 
A second exhibition, on at the 
Institute's Today Gallery from 27 


wjunesans, layers, sportswomen, :v Institute’s Todflv nsiiori, m 

and goddesses of Hindu mytholo- ' November 1992 m 27 

gy. She has also developed' \993 Odhn^\tS 

•SSsaSSLJtS^^ ' 


§s i .r cmporafyscenes of in - 

■ /Kta bcuralcdbv AnllaKa: ?LT’ , ?u , !! one °TNh'lmost: 
bur who has bcenimtniinental iri - ; /pheir Mirifhanrtie 

:fesass:|s 5 * 

F.nmnA and »h« PhtlinninsA owpV w ’ 8,1 


Uppiii^' , ov^r ^ ^ of life'of 

• * .:> . •. v; > -V•. 't I> "’*<•-,.. * - ;?... 


dire hardship and deprivation. 

Odhnls arc decorated by lic- 
dycing, block printing or em¬ 
broidery, and of the three 
methods it Is tic-dyeing which 
has the deepest cultural tics and 
is celebrated in regional folk 
songs. The technique probably 
developed during the Indus Val¬ 
ley civilization between 1500 and 
3000 BC; it was certainly intro¬ 
duced to Rajasthan in the 15lh 
century, and is now unique to Ra¬ 
jasthan and Gujarat. 

Odhnls may be pink, scarlet, 
yellow and purple, lime green 
and sky blue, imaginative combi¬ 
nations of richly vibrant colors 
sometimes enhanced with silver 
or gold ribbon sprinkled with 
gold" dust. The most common 
hue is red, the colour for Indian 
brides, and It is often combined 
with yellow, an auspicious color 
denoting the sun, fertility and re¬ 
birth. A mother will give a 
vqIIqw odhni with a traditional 
lotus pattern to her daughter after 
she has her first child. 

The word odhn\ means "to cov¬ 
er the, head", and these head 
drapes, are also called chunarl, 

' which means a fabric of dotted 
patterns. .Whatever its -name, the 
odhni is an integral pan of Rajas¬ 
thani women's costume. 

They . symbolize womanhood 
and marriage and are' connected 
with Naylfa, the courageous and 
. romantic heroine of Indian epics. 

. They Identify which region and 
community a woman comes from 
and indicate; if she is single, mar- 
: tied/widowed, or the mother of a 
child. - Some are* ' worn only / for 
;, special 1 ceremonies, such ‘ as for 
the ehanging seasons oir religious 
-. festivals. ■. ‘ . 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
12—18 
December 


HOROSCOPE 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos 
9:00 — Perspective 
9:30 — Saturday Variety Show 
. 10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Foul 
Play'. Starring Goldie Hawn and 
Chevy Chase. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Family Matters 
9:10 National Geographic 
10:00-— News in English 
10:20 — Law and Order 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Step By Step 
9:10—- A Fine Romance 
10:00 —News In English 
10:20—The Dismissal 

TUESDAY 

8:30 —The Golden Girls 
9:30 — Maigret 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'The 
Captive City*. Starring John For¬ 
sythe and Harold Kcimcdy. Re¬ 
lating the tale of a determined 
small-town journalist who tries to 
tight organized crime In his town. 


WEDNESDAY 

8:30 —Saved By The Bell 
9:00 — Spot Light 
9:30 — James Rnnds 
10:00 — News In English 



Imw and Order, Tuesday at 10:20 
10:20 — The Cowrn Breakout 


THURSDAY 

8:30 — Uncle Buck 
9:10— Civil Wurs 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'Love is a Ball'. Starring Glenn 
Ford and Hope Lange. A match¬ 
maker plans the marriage of a 
Spanish girl. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Too Close for Comfort 
9:10 —Equal Justice 
10:00—News in English 
10:20 — Columho 
11:10 — Mr Bean 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 


Top Pbp Albums Top Video Rentals 


1. Keeo the Faith, BonJovi, 
Mercury 

2. Tlme!ess (The Classics), Mi¬ 
chael Bolton, Columbia 

3. Love Deluxe, Sade, Epic 

4. Unplugged, Eric Clapton, Re¬ 
prise 

5. What's 

the 4117, 

Mary j 
Bilge, Up¬ 
town 

0. Aulo- j 

malic for 

the People, REM, Warner Bros. 


1. Basic Instinct, Michael Doug¬ 
las, Sharon Stone, Live Home 
Video 

2, Batman Returns, Michael 
Keaton. Danny DeVito, Warner 
Home Video 

3: Thunderheart, Val KUmer, 
Fred Ward, Columbia Trtstar 
Home Video 

4. Beauty and the Beast, Ani¬ 
mated, Walt Disney Home Video 

5. My Cousin Vinny, Joe Pescl, 
Marisa Tomel, Fox Video 

6. The Cutting Edge, DM. Swee¬ 
ny. Moira Kelly. MGM/UA 
Home Video 


Furnished. Garden Flat for Rent 
Near 5th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms/ sitting mom, dining room, 
ntOflem kitchen with American appliances (fnage, 
cooker, and washihg machine). Fully earpeteo, 
centrally heated, coioMied 'TV, vacuum cleaner. Qwn 

entrance, telephone, garage, and gamefl 

:r Call673166- 688370 ; 


6:00 — Les A ventures du Bos- 
co 

6:30—Envoye Special 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 —FenfitreSur 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — ROves D'Enfants 
5:40 — Jcux Sans Frontleres 
7:00— News In French 
7:15—Le Journal de L'Histoire 

LUND I ■ 

6:00 — PJfetHercuIe . 

6:30 — Papa Poule. 

7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — Magazine Sportif 

1 MARDI . . . 

6:00 — Michel Vaillant 
6:30 — La Famille Ramdan 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — Varieties 

MERCRED1 

6:00—Les AteliersduReve . 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — Varieties 

JEUDI 

5:30 — Imogehe 

7:00 — News In French 

7:15 — Les Imdges de 

L'Histoire 

VENDREDI 

5;30 — Les Merlsiers 
7:00 — News tn French 
7:15 — Varieties' 
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ARIES (21 March-19 April): A great time for failing in love. You 
may not have much interest in working, however. 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): Don't expect to gel much done, A 
friendship you make this week could last forever. 

GEMINI (21 May-20 June): You'll breeze through even the most dif¬ 
ficult work. Being confident helpsl 

CANCER ( 21 June- 22 July): Be careful of your money. It could slip 
away from you. If possible, do al) the hardest jobs early. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): You'll be in top shape this week. You 
might take a few laps around the track, just for the fun of it. 

VIRGO (23 August- 22 October): You may feel pressured, don’t let it 
get you down. You'll be magnificent. You may have trouble avoiding 
distractions, however. 

LIBRA (23 September- 22 October): A friend's advice could save 
you a lot of trouble. Don't lake anything for granted. 

SCORPIO (23 October- 21 November): You may get off to a slow 
stan. If it feels like the boss has it in For you, just keep a low profile. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 November- 21 December): It will be great for 
travel or sports this week, if you aren't stuck doing something else. 
Your ability to make decisions is good. 

CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): You could experience a 
financial drain. Fees you've overlooked, or couldn't afford, are coming 
due. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): Your friends will be very 
valuable to you this week! Working with a partner will be most effec¬ 
tive. 

PISCES (19 February- 20 March): Your escape valve is humor, so 
use ill You may think there is too much to be done. Take the time to be 
organized. 


Dining 

Out 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...l 


IIAIMITE 

il42«|l|l: 


Amman-Tei. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



• UbaiHM How D'MiifiM 

• Mania! Cualna 

• Europoan SpaoMItlaa. 

- Slat* Tartar 

- Pa poor Stapk 
• RMMgnon 
-Forth* 

-Dluwl.Crapp*, ta ZW* 

Towaf aid*.' 23rd Floor 

For Rfrtorvatlon Tal: 634034/8 




The first A best 
Chines* Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba!Amman, near. 
Ahliyyahfiirls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 



The firsl haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food.- It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 


For A Superb Meal , 
Thmkof 

( Amigo NabMl) 

Oriental Appetizers & 
European Food. 
Located in a quiet 
central area - 
1st circle, Jebel ■ 

, • '’Amman'-! ■ 

Tel: 638031 & 622617 


ADVERTISE 

IN 

THIS 

SECTION 

CALL 648298 
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ourdain 


Section frangaise du Star 



on m tmrme 
eiv SANK F-M 



A ['occasion de 
la naissance de 
RFJ, Radio 
Francophone de 
Jordanie, Le 
Jourdain vous 
propose ungros 
plan sur ce 
nouveau ni du 
PAF (Paysage 
audiovisuel 
francophone), 

Pagi 1$, Portrait 
4'une yoix. 


Portrait de Kawther Saleh 

A la vie comme a 
I'antenne 

Qu'est-ce qui se cache derrfere la voix de vos matins croissants-chauds 
sur RFJ? Une passionate de radio et de chanson frangaise 


>.• iV . 


"ET MAINTENANT, Louise 
Ffiron, ‘lomby sous le chamie'... 11 
arrive & tout 1 c mondc dc tomber 
sous lc channe de quclqu'un". 
Cclui dc Kawther Saleh, par ex¬ 
ample, nouvellc animatricc- 
vcdctlc dcs petits matins de la 
Radio Francophone de Jordanie. 
C'est sa voix chaude el suave qui 
appone du solcil dans voire cafe. 
Qui vous reveille en douceur ft 
7h00 prdcises, pour vous bcrccr 
Ic lamps dc quclqucs chansons 
frangaises, dcs infos cn lout gen¬ 
re, de 1 'horoscope... 

Kawther Saleh, chef d'orchcsirc 
dc RFJ, esl brune aux yeux noirs. 
Elle porie dcs pan talons bleu ma¬ 
rine cl dcs boltcs no ires mon* 
tantes. L'audilcur chcrchc tou- 
jours ft savoir ce qui sc cache 
derriftre unc voix... Mais atten¬ 
tion! Celle qui vous fait rfiver 
tous les matins a ddjft rcnconird 
Thommcde sa vie. 

Le rftve de la radio 

Kawther Saleh esl origi nai re de 
Zaghouan, petite ville dc Tunisie 
allude ft S3 kilomftlrcs de la capi¬ 
tate. Elle a fait des dludcs de droit 
ft Damas. "car mon p&re voulait 
quo ce soil en langue arabe", A 
Tunis, la plupart des. coura 
d'universitd sont donnds cn 
fran 5 ais; En 1983, direction Am¬ 
man, Pdtra el Aqaba pour un voy¬ 
age purement lourislique. II se 
transform era cn mariage, 

En 1989, Kawther Saleh rentre 
ft la tdldvision rationale jorda- 
nienne. On cherche des speak- 
rincs ft la Section frangaise.Elle 
est embauchde sur le champ. 
Mais le travail, ne la captive pas. 
Quclqucs- brfcvcs apparitions ft 
I’antenne.. Sans plus. Aprfes un 
stage dd reportage en Tunisie au 
mots de juin demier, Kawhter Sa¬ 
leh rdalise 'Son rCve, Se rctrouver 
ft I’antenne, denriftre les micros, 
d’unc radio francophone en jorda¬ 
nie; Le; 28 dficembre dernier, ai-v, 
ors qpe’ Francois Mitterrand est 
■ envisLiedans le royaume,ja-voix' 

: de Kawthci* Splch.. Iriaugure les 
programmes. de. RFJ. En mdme , 
temps que Yes mini sires v'enus ap- ' 
poser, leurs signatures.' 

.. *Le premier jour, J’avais le trap,' 

confte K&wlher, j’ai dfl passer ■ 
trois- hourfts 1 cinHir. . » ' 



Kawther Saleh 

d'fitre timide. "Je suis du signe du 
lion, ce sont des gens trfts forts 
qu] aiment faire ce genre de tra¬ 
vail. J'aurais aussi voulu Sire avo- 
cate". 11 n'est Jamais trop lard. 
D'ailleurs, Kawther veul repren- 
dre ses dludes de droit. En alien- . 
darn, elle est ft la vie comme ft 
I'antenne: nalurelle., "On ne 
change pas sa personhaiitd pares 
qu’on esL deniere un micro. Je 
suls toujours trfts ouverte.., Ce 
qui parfois me cfde. beau coup de ' 
problfemes". 

Pour le moment, Kawther Sa¬ 
leh ;corribine la radio et la televi¬ 
sion. Elle prCte toujours sa voix 
aux bandes annonces de la TV 
Jordanlenne en frangais... Mais 
ccla devient un, neu plus dur 
chaque jbur. "Ccla me prend 
beauepup : de temps auk ddperis 
deiha farm lie", Aussi, la radio est 
une; activity. qu! exige de la dis- : 
ponibllitd. Kawther envisage de ' 

■ 8*y , coiisacteremifcnimem. "J.'ai. 1 

' envln nft ntiiitor la jji I. 


conditions salariales de la radio. 
"D’iei . trois ft qualre mois, les, 
choscs vont changer" espdre-t- 
elle. 

Kawther Saleh adore le direct, 
Elle vous fail partager son plaisir 
a se rdvelller en musique, La 
chanson frangaise, elle connaft. 

• Son enfance lunisienne a did ber- 
: les tubes frangais qui pas- 

saient ft la radio. Elle cite des 
noms en vrac: Sardou, Dassin, 
Dalida. Son chanteur favori du 
moment: Jean-Jacque? Goldman 
Sans oublier MC Solaar, Mylftne 
Farmer ou Jeanne Mas. L’avcnir 
de Kawther? Ce sera derridre les 
micros de la Radio francophone 
de Jordanie. Un vccu: rdaliser des 
programmes cultures, Ne pas. 
s on tenir ft I’animaiion de varid- 
tes. Je vdudrais proposer une '• 
emission Sur les denvains arabes" 
confie-t-elle. Et d'ajouier: ri Je ne 
yeux pas faire; le DJ toute ma Vie, 
> Vpux u^vailler pour, des pro- > 

■ B rti Vi/w j. ^li.. .'il.L I 'll ^ r 


-rTTr-r. 


Telex ... 
Jordanie 


HASSAN - "La Jordanie 
ne peut fttre prdssde da- 
vantage” a ddclard lundi 
le Prince hdritier, dans 
une interview ft la tdldvi¬ 
sion nutrichienne. "Clin¬ 
ton doit dtre actif dans le 
processus de pulx" u-t-il 
ajoutd. Lc Prince hdritier 
et lu Princesse Snrvnth 
sont rentrds lundi soir 
d'un voyage cn Autriche 
et en Crontie. Lors de ce 
voyage, le Prince Hassun u 
visitd les unitds jorda- 
niennes qui servent dans 
la force de malntlen de In 
paix des Nations Unies cn 
Crontie. 

MEURTRE • Un spdcln- 
lislc du nucldnirc irakicn 
a did tud lundi matin dnns 
lc quarticr de Jebcl Huss¬ 
ein. Scion la police, In vic- 
tiine o did nttnqudc par 
dcs assnlllnnis Inconntis 
alors qu'elle nmrclmit 
dnns la rue nvee sn fa* 
mllle. IjCS agresseurs out 
ouvert le feu sur I'lrnkien 
et ont prls la poudre 
d'escampette, Lh vie time 
aurait did touchde ft qua- 
tre reprises ft la tdte et au 
corps, sous les yeux de sa 
famine. Ce spdcialiste 
Iraklen dUUt un ofllclel de 
la Commission ft 1'ltncrgic 
alomique irakienne. 

SUICIDE - Un docteur de 
38 ans, Abdullah Rubeilat 
a tud cette semalne dans 
Pouest d'Amman, sa fllle 
de un an et sa femme de 
25 ans, avant de se suicid- 
er. Selon dcs sources hos¬ 
pitalises, cet homme sub* 
issait un traitement 
psychiatrlque. Dr Rubel- 
hat dtait dlrecteur adjoint 
de I'hftpital AI Bachfr 
d'Amman. 


A VOIR. 


CINEMA ■ Hommage ft 
Marcel CARNE au Centre 
culturel frangals. Lundi 14 
ddeethbre^ ft 20h00, Les en- 
fants du paradis(l944}. 
Aved Arletty, jean-Louis 
Barrault, Maria:Casarfts... 
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Reportage 


Hep Ga^on, deux 

croissants pour RFJ 

Ap.*s une semaine ^ * 


"BONJOUR L'AMOUR, cxactc- 
ment...” Mohammad Zcitoun, 
lechnicicn de la Section 
frangaise, enpte quclqucs mots. 
Ce petit homme au kcffich rouge, 
vesie marron et cravatc ft pois,cst 
le premier audiicur dc RFJ. La 
Radio Francophone dc Jordanie 
c'est son Centre culturel ft lui. 
Une maniirc d'apprendre la 
langue ct dc faire connaissancc 
avee la chanson frangaise. 
“Mouch niouchkilc habibil" Le 
disque part comme sur dcs rou¬ 
lettes. Jcan-Jacques Goldman 
nous emmine "la has". II est 7 
Iteures et {juelqiies sccomles. Bi- 
envenue ft bord de la Radio Fran¬ 
cophone de Jordanie, sur 90 
MHZ cn VI IF FM Su'ido. Mo¬ 
hammad travaillo ft la radio de¬ 
pute 20 ans. De quoi se faire ap- 
pclcr "le vieux". Avec RFJ, il sc 
refait une nouvelte jcunesse. 

"Q’n roule" 

Mohammad se concentre. Jin¬ 
gle: "Hep gnrgon. deux croissants 
chauds, c’est pour KI : J!". La voix 
esl cello de- I’hilipjK* Paupcrt, ex¬ 
pert radio frungais. H supervise, 
se retrousse les munches, jcue un 
a‘il tranqiiille ct ulleniif sur 
chaque dthuil. "Mainiciiant ga 
roule" luclie-t-il. II mrive quo je 
quiuc le smdio, tout se passe bicn 
pour les prises de micro..." I:t de 
pnJciser: "C’est une machine qui 
loume, il faui muimenam la jwr- 
fcctionner". Kawilier Saleh, nou- 
vcllc unimmricc-vedette en Jorda¬ 
nie, enchuine ies disques avec 
unc facility dJconceruuite. Une 
semaine de pratittue, ct diJjft dc la 
graine dc professiomicllc. 

Kawther prepare la promiftre 
demi-heure de sun show. Pour le 
reste, ellc improvise. Les visages 
I ftffichcni v»ne certaine ddcomrac- 
lion. Silence soudain... Une scc- 
ondc dc tension. Problimc tech¬ 
nique? Rien nc sc ressentira ft 
I’antenne. "RFJ. une tranche dc 
solcil dans voire bo! dc cafd..." 
Deuxiftmc jingle. Toujours ia 
vplx de Philippe Paupert. "Jc sou- 
haiicrate programmer dcs dmis- 
sions plus solidcs. Jc voudrais 

■ que Kawther Saleh ct Huiiham 
■Shibli, les deux pijicrs du pro¬ 
gramme, regoivent uri compld- 
mcm dc fomtailon , ‘. 

■ Blcnifti 9h00. Lc groupc Guld, 
onginairc de Toulouse en esl ft 
• ^demiftres mcsurcs. "Auen- 
ri®* Mohammad. Sou/ircs,.. 

■ quidams emrent dans le 
i Wio. Rires... Lc prdposd au plu* 

ftettoie la tabic dc mix age. 
vjj s l^ c, alisic du coton-tigc entre* 
•jtijm les tfttes de lecture. Hailham 
cn place. C’est Htcurc du 
. jypd dcs litres. Hors amenne: 

,;dire btmsoir, c’est la fin 
^ “Dud aa solcil 

Daho" se tennine:.. • 

' Place aux infos, 
feprend la main ei vierrt 



L'dqtdpe de RFJ 

ctore le programme avec sculc- 
mcnl quutrc sccondcs dc retard... 

L’antennc s'arrfttc ct le travail 
ciHiimcncc. Direction Ic bureau. 
Sur hi portc, unc plaque ct unc in¬ 
scription en anglais: "Foreign ser¬ 
vices". Un poster dc Julicn Clcrc 
esl Ift pour vous souhailer la bicn- 
venuc. Unc affichc de film, "At- 
temion bandits" do Claude Le- 
louch, marque dgalcmcnt lc 
terrain, fei, c'est Ic service cn 
frangais. Des niurs fraichcnicnt 
points, quclquc part cnlrc la dis¬ 
cotheque ct les studios. Pns Ic 
temps dc sc relaxcr. Chacun se 
met au travail pour prdparer les 
prochaincs emissions... 

L'csprit de lu radio 

"C’est irfcs ifit pour jugcr", af- 
firme Haitham Shibli, responsa- 
blc dc la Section. "Nous tenons 
maintcn&nt l'csprit de la radio, 
nous avons moins peur, nous 
avons moins le trac..." ajoulc-t-il. 
La premiftre semaine dtait unc 


Philippe Paupcrt poussc un ouf 
dc souiagement. Lc plus dur est 
passd. Scul remftde pour angoiss- 
cs prolongdcs: "L'antcnnc". Une 
rude dpreuve lorsquc dcs mini- 
sires inlcrvicnncnt cn direct 
comme lc jour dc l'inouguration. 
Tout est rented dans I'ordre. 
L'dquipe de RFJ suit unc courbc 
ascendantc. "C'est vraimeni une 
dquipc, personne n'est mcillcur 
que 1 'autrc... lei, tout Ic mondc 
travaillo ensemble" affirmc Phi¬ 
lippe Paupert. Sur lc mur, unc 
photo dc La Cande cn Crftte est 
misc cn dvidcncc. Bile dvoque un 
prdeddent stage dc l'dquipe ct met 
I'acccnt sur la volomd d'allcr de 
1'avanL A quclqucs cenlimftlrcs 
de 1ft, l'dquipe a alTichd quclqucs 
articles du Star et une caricature 
do Al-RaT. Deux Jordaiilens dans 
un camion qui ddpassent les li- 
miles de vitesse: "Plus vile, Abou 
Mahjoul, on va rater les infos en 
frangais..." 

A quelques cncablurcs, "Abou 


"C'est vraiment une equipe, 
personne n'est meilleur que 
l'autre... Ici, tout le monde 
travaille ensemble" affirme 
Philippe Paupert 


prise de rylhme. Un pari difiicile 
pour Haitham Shibli el. Kawther 
Saleh, qui irayftillcmTaprfts-midi 
ft la tdldvision. Au ddbut, som- 
me» tie rimaii pas avec repos. 
Impossible d’oublier \e lendc- 
main. Quelques feedbacks nous 
ont rassuid’ confie Haitian Shi- 
Ni. 


REJ" regardc CNN. Jawad Zada, 
chef des Sections frangaise cl an- 
giaise de la radio ne cache pas 
son inquidlude. "Lc plus impor¬ 
tant esl do faire conhaltre la fre¬ 
quence, 90 MHZ en. FM" dlt-il. 
Avant d’en' .y en I r ft I'esscntiel. 
"Nbus avons did pbussds!; ■■ ft: 
I'cxtrdme pour aller ft I’antenne, si 


nous avions eu plus de temps, 
nous' auiions fait q - iiclquc chose 
de plus professionnei". Lc per¬ 
sonnel aurait did mieux formd. 
L'dquipe aurait proposd dcs pro¬ 
grammes dlabords cn marge dc la 
musique. 

Autre question incontoumablc: 
les saTaircs. Nul nc doute que 
l'dquipe aurait prdfdrd auendre la 
.gnuidc rcstructuralion du Service 
public prdvuc pour co mois-ci. 
"En Jordanie, unq secretaire dans 
lc scctcur privd gagne plus que lc 
dircclcur dcs Services dirangers 
de la radio” se plaint. Jawad Zada. 
Rdsullai: il faut en permanence 
former du nouveau personnel 
pour pallicr les ddmissiom ct nu- 
tres ddparls. Consdqucnce: avec 
un staff aussi volatile, Radio Jor¬ 
danie demeure une antenne sans 
vdritable expdrience ni continui- 
Id. 

Jawad Zada est un vieux routicr 
dc la radio. Il peut se vainer 
d'avoir erdd trois npuvellcs sta¬ 
tions ft lui tout scul. Son objcctif: 
nc pas rdpdter les m&mcs erreurs. 

Et mcncr la Section frangaise ft 
bon port. PrOchaine dtape: oblc- 
nir davantaga de personnel afin 
de pbuvoir dLoiTcr i'antenne. Jaw¬ 
ad Zada souffre du manque de 
feedback. Sa solution sera de 
faire participcr les audilcurs. Le . 
p&re dc Ia Section frangaise ost . 
i'avocat dcs "quizz" ou dcs pro¬ 
grammes dc dddicaccs. Avant de. 
pouvoir. augmenter le temps 
d'anicnne', dc passer cn on dcs 
moTcnncs pour gJirfuser ft 
1'Stranger. LCs ambitions ne man-. 
quem pas. .Lc ddvcloppemcnt de 
la : Section frangaise ddperid 
cmiftfemom de la reslrueturatipn 
tarn attendue... l. 

Francis Mazoyer : 
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Anniversaire 

LE MOT Intifada, adop* 
\& par plus d'un diction* 
naire, vfthicule non seule- 
ment 1 'Image universelle 
de l'enfant ft la pierre, 
mais sur tout le succfts 
d'un moyen de lutte. 
Cette volte, par sa 
spontaneity et son orlgi* 
nalitfi, a hissft la cause pa* 
lestlnienne au niveau des 
preoccupations de la 
communauty Internation¬ 
ale. 

L'lntlfada a rfiparfi une 
image de la lutte du peu* 
pie palestinien, ternle par 
les dybordements des 
□ctcs de violence armde, 
mends ft J'tftranger. Le 
terrorisme, dont les vic- 
times dtalent dans la plu* 
part des cas des clvils, a 
failll jeter la cause dcs 
Palest in lens aux oubli¬ 
ettes de I'llistoire. 

Ce mois-ci, I'entrde dc 
l'Intifnda dans sa sixiftme 
annde, coincide avec le 
cinquifeme anniversaire 
"la proclamation de 
l'£tat palestinien par le 
CNP, SI I'£tat palestini¬ 
en, privd d'un terrltoire 
national, en est resty au 
stnde de la proclamation, 

I 1 Intifada, en revanche, a 
- engendry une gynftration . 
capable de dyfier la sol- 
datesque la plus redouta* 
ble de la rygion du Moy- 
en-Orient. Et des 
ndgociateurs qui ont fait 
leurs preuves face ft dcs 
Isradlfens intraitables. 

Alors que Hanane Ach- 
. rapul, Haidar Abdel Sha- 
fi et Faygal Husselnl, se 
dybatlent ft Washington 
. ou allleurs pour main te¬ 
nir la carte paiestlnlcnnc 
dans le jeu, les enfants tie 
la pierre renforcent leur 
base arriftre avec une 
ynergJe rcmarquable. 

La bilan a cessd d'etre 
ddficitaire pour les Pales- 
tinlens. Le nombre des 
victimes cfit 6 isra€Uen 
n'est plus ndgligeable. 
Cette semaine, trois sol- 
dats de Tsnhal, dont un 
officier, ont pfirl sous les 
balles des enfants de 
l'lntlfada. Un signe In- . 
quiytant pour les Xsrayil- 
ens, car ITntlfada, tout en 
restant un soulftvement 
populaire dans les limites 
terrItorlales, menace de ' 
passer ft la vitesse supy* ' 
: rieure: -le recours aax 
;armes. SI les Israel Jens ; 
n’admetteht pas les 
"droits natlonaux" du : 
peuple palestinien, ils as- ; 
sumeront la responsabili* • 
te de la prochalne guerre. . 
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Would You 




liming World War II,a 
carrier pigeon named G.l. 
Jne saved ihe lives of 
mure than 1,000 British 
soldiers in Italy by deliv¬ 
ering a message that re¬ 
sulted in their rescue. 

* * * 

The very first intercol¬ 
legiate football game was 
played back in 1869 be¬ 
tween Princeton and 
Rutgers. The final score 
was 6-4, and the game 
was played using soccer 
rules. 

* * * 

President Andrew 
Johnson had no formal 
education of any kind. In 
fact, his wife was the per¬ 
son who taught him how 
to write. 

* * » 

Pluto has such an ir- 
regular orbit that at times 
it- is closer to the Earth 
than Neptune. 

* ■* a 

[n Panama, the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean actually is west 
of the Pacific Ocean. 


Solution 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 

ACROSS 

42 Nautical 

6 Warn 

37 Home 

1 Canvassing 

man 

7 Be bested 

38 Spanish 

of a group 

43 'INorma — " 

8 Bandleader 

river 

5 Arum plant 

44 Host 

Brown 

39 Discharge 

10 Genesis 

45 Heating 

9 Hardwood 

45 Feudal 

name 

tank 

10 Consent 

holding 

14 Hodgepodge 

47 Olympian 

11 Computer 

46 Contempo- 

15 Btitar drug 

48 Lost in 

input 

rary cartel 

16 Festive 

delight 

12 Thanks —! 

47 Record 

17 Staycnlm 

49 Concerning 

13 Great 

48 Is worthy 

20 Overttiere 

52 Bern's 

number 

49 Water 

21 Message 

river 

IB Was In the 

growth 

22 Full al 

53 — whiz! 

red 

50 — tide 

substance 

56 Tales'' 

19 Mischievous 

51 Building 

23 Penny 

(Cooper) 

23 Throw 

part 

24 Sleeveless 

60 Yielded 

24 Shrewd. 

52 Serpents 

garment 

61 Mature 

in Scotland 

53 — monster 

26 Outward 

62 Like a bump 

25 Encourage 

54 Sufficient. 

appearance 

on — 

In crime 

to poets 

23 USphysi- 

63 Copycat 

26 Certain 

55 incites 

cist 

64 Talkative 

musician 

57 Work unit 

30 Water 

65 Playing 

27 Sphere of 

58 Narrow 

barrier 

marbles 

conflict 

inlet 

33 Makes huffy 


28 Halt 

59 Krazy - 

34 Glass 

DOWN 

29 Pluvial 


sections 

1 Slow 

30 Transfer- 


35 Conceit 

2 Grocery 

able design 


36 Source 

item 

31 Quartz 


of pride 

3 Legal 

variety 


40 Units of 

paper 

32 Sad sack 


measure 

4 Cut 

34 School 


41 Dark 

5 Dog 

affairs 
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'RDAN BRIDGE V 

Byifi&assan Ghanem A 


Tightening the screw 

(UQ (We,.) (Eu.) Decidina Ihe. i 


4 

♦ 


1074 * 

VOV; ^ 

♦At.- tj 

♦A 4H 

Dc- . .Vest, EW > 

Lee;: • 6 by South 


* J3 

VAJ83 

♦J32 


♦Q105 4N 
V Vul. 5N 


24(1) 

3* 

4* (4) 


2* (2) 
4+ (3) 

,38 


(1) .ir. ngono suited hand, asking about Acas. 

(2) -'V major suit Ace (guess which 71) 

(3) AihliUonal. values "StafTihg" 

■ (4) lU , :h diamonds, Values not a suit. 

. (5) One King ■ ( 6 ) One Queen 
Wusi .-limbed all the way .up to 7# after a very in- 
tormr.uve auction. The hand was going to be played 
te/ r Eest Who won the * J and played the * A md ihe 
•N- v*‘ the third spade. South discarded the 4 10 ro 
show uiteresl in the heart suit, Wa? it Ihe Vk? Or, was 

fcSKE&E 1 ?* E “ l *“ 

TSP* h« gane quality, finested the VO 

and went one light like mast of us would go. Another 

nnnrt nlau» bihu.mj , 1 ... .v. 8 . ~ u,c ' 


Deciding that the ♦ 10 was an honest card, you for¬ 
get about the heart finess and decide to go for (he 
squeeze. ■ 8 

You cash the rest of dummy's spades - ihe ♦ A and 
5 ™L* A 8 ° tock to your hand via overtaking the 
▼ Q by Ihe V A. Now you cash your # K and watch 
the screw tightened on south when you cash the *0 
in the following diagram. y 

* — 

V — 

. *75: ' . , ' 

*J 


N 

W. E 
S 


4 — 

V — 

♦ J 

*Q10 


* AKQ1024’ i 

v’^oioa, V 

♦ AKfi5 . 

A- 


4 982 
*654 
‘4 754 
4 J984 

(nh- 

W E 

: ■:$• •• 


r -! ■ iieaMinaiMM 

-::4 65--. ■ 

»K97/ : 


4 J3 ’ ■" 
4 AJ82 ■ 

♦ J32 : 

♦ KQ105 


.South is forced to discard the* 9 to keep the VK 
now you -discard the V 10 after it did ita tab Tte 
screw is tightened on North now. ahe ii forced to dis¬ 
card a diamond to keep hof 4 J to take cire of your 4 

^ you start estivating what you planted, 

SttfST” "** v — * 6 !‘ h* 6 * 1 ^ 

Thu double squeeze is a'rare bird and not easy to al 
^cato. Sahar conW have ewiited£r flffSSfi' 
squeeze,‘bin after all Who would re#l*tii iimrile ft ‘ 


By GARY LARSON 



“■ ha,e ’ em - They mess on the stools, they attack the 
mirror — and, of course, they drink like birds." 



.^Thai night, thefr revenge was meted out on both . 
Farmer MecOougai rind his wife. The next day, police 
i; lnyestlgatora foynd a scene that thfcy could describe 
, only aa "grisly, yet strangely hilarious." , ■' 
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Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.... 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Bahrain... 66*1148 

*m . I™*' 

Bulgarian.Siam 

Canadian... 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian ..665105 

Danish Consulate Gen. 622324 

Finnish Consulate.623*143 

French.641273/4 

German...............689351 

Greek .. .........672331 

Hungarian,.......815614 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi .639331 

Italian........638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese...........672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan.666118 

Lebanese .. 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.....637967/625165 

Indonesian...828911 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China......,666139 

Phillipines... 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .....622140 

Sudanese... 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 6*11076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .....641251 

United Arab Emirates ..... 6-14369 

United Kingdom....821100 

United Slates of America. 820101 

USSR.641158 

Yemen.. 642381 

Delegation of Lin: EEC.668191 

I UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA.669194/8 

S »iwan).671530 

flCEF. 62957! 

Cbn.ofSri Lnnkn.645312 

Con of Iceland.69KK5J 


;Airlines •• 


AlyomdafAir yemen).653691 

Aeroflot.641510 

Ay France.666055/667824 

Air India .6KH30I/2 

h Lanka.682140 

£ !, “U*.625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Adrii Airways...667029 

Austrian Airlines. .637380/667028 

gdkwi Airlines.665909 

British Airways ..641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways...667028 

^Sypt Air.. 630011 

“Wales Alrlines.662141/678321 

S^Ak.653606/656616 

Himgarietn Airlines.639295 

.637827/644036 

k«qt Airways...... 628596/628598 

bpaj Air Lanes .630879 

..622175 

Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 690144 

Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

... 601744 

M«ian Alrline.639575/653446 

£ aA :. 636104 

.. 630125/638433 

£*•••»•. 625981 

»ppme Airlines.670155 

DM; Airlines.... 625981 

K m « ..641430/655447 

Kg! ' jpnhidui....... 678321 

5JS* Belgian Airlines. 675888 

.- 639333 

Airlines ...,604649, 
■AWtaes.^..... 676177 

(0-3^5659791/641906 

Romanian.—,637380 

Airline... 623430 

{Wrh AjrMnet --j; 6*9102 

Alrwsys..^.„_. 628175 



Activities 



Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centro.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
1 lirkish Cultural Cenlre... 639777 

Haya Arts Cenlre.665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Pto*. 674111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 


Sports Clubs • 


Al Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

lordan Bridge Assoc. 


667181 

810491 

815410 

736572 

673713 

801233 

.676990 


Shakhshir.. 

. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Kada .. 

..665161/665153 

Al-Lnbadi . 

.813554 

National. 

..639197/8 

Ncbo.. 

. 816792 


.. 605501 


. 672424 


.639861 

Al-Somcr. 

.771707 

Snlclitc. 

,625767/621471 

Star. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

. 671931 

Trust. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha . 

.674105 

Abu Dcggc. 

,644642/644906 

Amin Janar (Avis).670498 

Amman.. 

. 666327 


.641350 


.08/51000 


.604230 


. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europcar. 

.601350/80. 

General Services 

.674100 

Cliilf.. 

. 660902 



Amman 
Crown.... 

.798181 

Philadelphia. 

. 663100 

Marriott!. 

.... 660100 

Regency . 

.660000 

Jerusalem . 

.665094 

InterContinental. 

. 641361 


.... 665186 

Commodor. 

.665181 

Middle East. 

. 667150 

Grand Palace. 

. 661121 

Tychc . 

.661114 


.... 841712 

San Rock. 

. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

.(08) 51000 

Amra . 

.... 815071 

Plaza . 

. 674111 

Aqaba 

.312426 


..314340 


. 314131 


313521 


---31675(1 

Aqaba. 

..314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

.316636 


Emergencies 

Amman Gnvemorate..91228 

Amman Civil Dcfcnce...l98, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance,.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 


Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue. 621111. 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport...,. (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Aklch Maternity...642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhos, J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

lialian-Al-Muhajrcen.... .777101/3 
Al-Bashir, AshraFich., ..775111/26 

Army, Marks..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordon Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hole] complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service....623101 
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Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcrash 
(4ih to 18th centuries).The Roman 
Theatre. Amman. Opening hours:9 
am. - 5 p.m. year round.Closcd 
Tuesdays.Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeologlcal Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9ajn -5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by I9lh century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Welbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays.Tel. 630128. 


The 


Star 


CA Jordan's political, ooonomlo 
and cultural wookly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria.213 

Argentina.5* 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. ol 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria....-. 

Vienna 222 

..»» 

Belgium. 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil. 35 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BrazilHa 61 

Bulgaria. 33 ? 

Sofia 2 . 

Canada..-... 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile... 56 

Santiago 2 ? 

Cyprus.-..■»' 

Nicosia 21 _ 

Czechoslovakia....-. Ai 

Prague 2 .. 

Denmark... 

Copenhagen (Inner) l , 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.........-—..—. .■ 

Qu»io 2 . 26 

t. afro 2 ' : . ' 

Eire.........——T 7 J -rff- 

Dublin l. 

Cork21 . . 358 

Finland 

Helsinki 0 ' 33 

France . 

Parisl 


...,,.353. 




IPD Codes. 

Germany W.49 

Bonn 288 

Grocco.30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary...-' JD 

Bodapcst 1 . 

India... 

Banglore812 
Now Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

Arid all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2^3,4,5, 6 ,7, & 8 . 

Indonesia. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy. 39 

Rome 6 

Iraq..-. 964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.. 81 

Jrokyo3 

Kenya.-.r” 

Nairobi 2 

KuwaiL...965 

Korea.... 82 

Seoul 2- I •*,.„' 

Ubya..,.... ■■ 2,s 

Tripoli 21...... 

Lebanon... 961 

Beiruti 

Malaysia,....,.. 60 

Kuela Lumpur 3 . : 

Kforica...,.-...^.■■■■■■. 52 

Mexico City 5 ' 

Morocco.^...., .. * 1 * 

■ Fiz6 :■ ' 

: Rabat 7 ' 

Netherlands . J1 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen... 967 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidali3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria...:.. 234 

Lagos 1 

Norway... 47 

Oslo 2 

Oman... 968 

Pakistan...92 

Karachi 21 , ' 

; Lahore 42 . . ■ 

Peshawar 521 ■■ , 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay...^..;.... 595 

Asuncion 54 • 

Poru...... 51 

Lima 14 

; Philippines.......j......'..W 

Manila 2 

Poland.>•;.'■.. 48 

Warsaw 22 ' 

Qatar.....;.iL.-............ 974 

' Romania.....■ 40 

BuchareatO 

Saudi Arabia . 966 ' 

Al-Khobar 3 ; ' r 

Ai-Medina4 
i . Dammam 3 ,' 

Jeddah. 2 
, Mecca 2 
Riyadh-1 

■ Spain.. 34 , 

■ f,Barcelona 3 . 

■ Madrid ! v-- ■ ■ ; ■ : • I : '; 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabal Ammon, Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh, 
Tel. 637440, 

Dela Salle Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabnl Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass In 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775261. 


St. Ephrlam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 


Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets al 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tin. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Maibella 52 
Majorca. 71 

Sri Lanka... 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.,...... 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden .a....... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria..... 963 

Damascus 11' 

Taiwan.... 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.. 66 

- Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.,,.,... 216 

‘ Tunis 1 

Turkey...;.90 

Ankara 4 
*• Istanbul 1 

UAE....;, .971 

■. Abu Dhabi ? 

' Ajrrian 6 

Al Ain 3 ; 

Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70', 

OhyathlS 2 ' 

■ • Ras A! Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 .- 
v Urom Al Quwain 6 

UK.....—.-...—- 44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay-—..;.598 

Mohtoyldeo 2 

US A.. MI .J— I Ml- ...... .... I 1 

. New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

: ussR ; .;. .7 

• Moscow 095 

Venezuela,—,. . 58 

Caracas-2 

;Yugoslavia,.;.,....,.,. 38 





























































































































































































































